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EDITORIAL

It is with some embarassment that I must apologise for the late
arrival of this, the first Colonel to be produced under my newly
elected editorship (see page 8). I feel slightly (but only
slightly) justified in that the delay was due to other Society
commitments: the attendance of me, my train set and a Society
stand at the Mid Suffolk Model Railway Circle’s show at
Newmarket. Preparing for this event took up all the time that
otherwise I would have commited to putting this journal together.
I hope I have not caused too much distress or gnashing of teeth.

Grnashing of teeth for other reasons has been reparted to me
by treasurer Nigel Bird, who wrote of "a couple of members"” who
said they "will not renew if the emphasis (over—emphasis?) on
modelling continues" in The Colonel.

This set me reaching for my calculator to find that. on a
page for page basis, some 22X of the Colonels produced under amy
charge was devoted to modelling topics, including news items. A
far greater proportion of the membership declared an active
interest in modelling the Colonel’s railways on their application
forms, and the prescence of my own and other Stephens—inspired
models at the above show added considerably to visitor interest
in the Great Man and our fan club.

In the light of this, and of the constitution now formally
adopted by the Society (clause 3 in particular), it seems to me
that if I am guilty of anything, it is underemphasis on
modelling. And I might add that this is due mostly to members
being more willing to send me historical items than to write up
their modelling projects — hence no modelling section at all in
this issue.

That’s my view. How do YOU feel? Is 22% an "over—emphasis" on
modelling?

FS: I now have a new address (see below) SH
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ALl THE COLONEL >SS MEN ELECTED

At the Society’s first Annual fGeneral Meeting in April, a
constitution was adopted and a committee of six members was
elected. Treasurer Nigel Bird, membership secretary Chris Holden
and editor Stephen Hannington retained their posts; and to them
were added Les Darbyshire as chairman, Hugh Smith as publicity
officer. and John Scott Morgan without portfolio.

Turnout was sparse, with a mere thirteen members in
attendance. An increase in membership to 114 was reported by
Chris. and a balance statement of Society funds of £320.80 wmas
given by wire by Nigel Bird> who was unable to attend. Full
details of the Meeting’s decisions are given on pages € and 9.

Indef inite holdup for “"Arcadia®*

John Scott Morgan’s long-awaited "Railways of Arcadia® book on
the Great Man’s railways is now on ice. Publisher John Walters
admitted he is “totally wunable to forecast when it will be
published.” Finance for the book was delayed by Sun Alliance
taking four months to provide insurance cover for the funding. By
then, Walters had missed marketing deadl ines and had not made the
all—-important promotional listing. He has now refunded all
advance orders because he "didn’t want to make uncommercial
decisions because of people waiting for copies." The book was
originally due out last Christmas.

John and Les Darbyshire, who has provided drawings and
photographs for the tome. are now reconsidering their position,
‘including the possibility of finding an alternative publisher.

EKRA x‘ear:irss Shepherdswell
The East Kent Railway Association, dedicated to preserving the
remaining Shepherdswell to Tilmanstone section. has secured a two
year lease from BR on the exEKR Shepherdswell station site. It
has also been granted planning permission to erect a replica
station building. It now needs to raise money for the building.
The Association plans use the station as a base to establish
itself and to build up membership. Ultimately, it wants to buy
the site and track to Tilmanstone - aims with which BR is
sympathetic. EKRA contact for volunteers, donations or membership
is Feter Trollope on 0304 34Z932.

SEuffolk show raises £IZ00

The Continental and British Finescale Exhibition, held by the Mid
Suffolk Model Railway Circle and the SNCF Society at Newmarket on
1& June: raised roughly £200 in aid of the West Suffolk Scanner
Appeal and the St Felix Home and School Association.

In attendance were Les Darbyshire’s Maidstone Road and
Stephen Hannington’s Rye Town representations of the K&ESR'in EM
gauges and member Ian Hammond’s Fotts End depiction of the S%MR
in P4. A Society stand helped raise a little money for the
Society from back number, photo and second—hand sales. as well as
shifting a few membership application forms. If anyone else would
like a Society prescence at an exhibition, contact the editor.






