


Episode 2

(Letter from Mr. C.Grasemann, Public
Relations Officer, Southern Region, to the
Editor, Modern Transport)

Referring to the article “on page 1 of
“Modern transport” dated April 16, under
the heading of “A Rooter Rooted".

1 think you will be interested to know that
last Sunday, April 24, two 36-ton cranes
were sent to the Kent and East Sussex
line for the purpose of re-railing engine
No. 32678, which became derailed on
Saturday March 26.

It so happens that normal permanent way
renewal work with second-hand material
is being carried out on this line, and the
work was specially expedited so as to
allow for the passage of the cranes.
Arrangements were also then made to
spread the load from the outriggers of the
cranes on to the soft embankments.

Episode 3

(Letter from Mr.A.F.Dunk, of St.Leonards-
on-Sea to the Editor, "Southern Region
Magazine”).

A derailed tank engine and coach which
had been in a ditch for about a month
were raised from their bed of clay and put
back on the rails, before an interested
crowd of spectators and several officials
on April 24. The operation was performed
by two Ransome and Rapier mobile
cranes, one from Bricklayer's Arms and
the other from Brighton, together with
their respective crews. The coach, which
was not badly damaged. was first re-
tracked and was in a siding at Northiam
station by 10 a.m., after which came the
task of extricating the engine. This engine
(a Stroudley 0-6-0 tank, Class AlX,
No0.32678, built I believe about 1875} was
well embedded in sticky clay, and required
quite a bit of "gardening" before it could
be lifted. This operation, however, was
most successfully carried out and the old
warrior was back on the line by midday.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Manning Wardles, and the S & M in Wartime

I was very interested in fwo items in “The
Colonel” No.28.

The first is "“The Selsey Manning War-
dles”. While I was working at Kinnerley,
1928-29, 1 once asked why there was no
Loco. No.4. After much searching a loco.
name plate was unearthed, "MORUS". I
was told she was No.4 and was a six-
coupled Manning Wardle, also she was
transferred to the Hundred of Manhood
and Selsey Tramroad. No.4 was never
replaced, No.3 being “Hesperus” and No.5
“Pyramus”, both “Ilfracombe Goods". Old
Arthur T Fardoe (“Tootie™) always said she
went to "The Chelsea Line”!! I also recall a
graphic description by driver Frank King
of the efforts of Loco. No.2 (then named
“Hecate”) and Loco. No.4 "Morus™ to work
together double-heading a goods train.

The second item "On the S & M in
Wartime™ recalled a visit to Kinnerley on
18th April 1959. The railway was still
under War Office control; Kinnerley
Station was in immaculate condition by
comparison with my time on the railway
in 1928-9. A gentleman of my acquain-
tance, one “Patsy” Jones, was in evidence
with a shunter's pole. After some

reminiscing he obtained permission for
me to visit the shed where I discussed
matters with a Sapper Sgt. The only loco
in evidence was an Austerity Industrial
0-6-0ST. 1 was told that the Sentinel
Industrial Loco. which my Father sold to
“Granomac™” circa 1927 was still in service
and regularly worked trains of granite
wagons between Criggion and Kinnerley.
The illustration on Page 9 of “The Colonel”
No.16 is the engine in question.

Before leaving the district I visited my
mentor Charlie Owen, getting on in years
but in good form. I regret to say that
during the past twenty years my waistline
had expanded more than “somewhat”;
this promoted facetious comments about
my ability to get into the side tanks of a
“Brighton Terrier"! Charlie also spoke of
the Sentinel working trains along the
Criggion branch adding that it was “A
Damned Good Engine”. When one con-
siders the type of maintenance available
at the quarry in question it emphasises
the advantage of a totally enclosed type of
engine. '

J W (Bill) Willans, Bath

Sidlesham, alias Henrietta

1 have looked up Vic Bradley's notes on
“Henrietta”. He says she was recorded by
United Minera Mining Company as in poor
condition in February 1899, she carried
Hawthorne Leslie plates and had gone by
1903. She probably arrived in 1897 after
overhaul at Hawthorne Leslie.

She probably went on to Herbert Weldon's
contract for the Congresbury-Blagdon
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railway (1899-1901) and was returned to
HL for a second "rebuild". Weldon records
her as a “11 inch 6 wheel coupled Man-
ning Wardle, just rebuilt by Hawthorne
Leslie” when offering her for sale in
1903 /4.

Eric Tonks, Birmingham

= ~esmgroer



- — —

One Law for the Rich.....

Another interesting point on Stephens’
letter (back page, “The Colonel” No.28} in
line with his 1st Class Pass.

The Grand Atlantic Hotel at® Weston-
Super-Mare was, and still is, not only the
most expensive in the town but probably

the most expensive within easy reach of
the W.C.& P.R. A night there probably
cost about as much as one of the W.C.& P.
porters earned in a week!

Doug Ware, Leyton

Signs at Shrewsbury

Regarding Ray Arnold's query as to the
advertising signs at Shrewsbury Abbey
station.

Blower Ltd was a furniture repository on
Castle Gates. The building is still in place,
including the stone archway. Grocotts
was a high class ladies shop in the
Square; it is now an Estate Agents.

Derek Smith, Shrewsbury

Editor’s note

Most of my photos of Shrewsbury Abbey
are too grainy to stand rmuch magnification,
but one was exceptionally sharp and was
examined with a low-power microscope.
Most of the Blower advert, except for the
small writing at tRe_sides, was readable
and is sketched below. The Grocotts sigr
was not readable, and the colours are not
known for either sign.
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