


point me in the right direction, i.e. did the
company fold, was it taken over, if so is
there an address? Companies House was
suggested to me but enquiries there are
expensive (I have built locos for less!).

I could build @ model from the information
I have available but it would be partly
guesswork so I'd rather not. Sod’'s Law is
such that having built it the information
would arrive and prove me wrong!

I presume the cxtra height is to give a
clearer view over the wagon loads of slag.

Here's hoping someone can help and that
this curiosity proves of interest to our
readers. The thing tends to remind me of
the “"Garden Shed” of the Weston, Cleve-
don & Portishead Railway!

Doug Ware, Leyton E10
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Films and Nameplates

A few questions arising from reading back
numbers of “The Colonel".

1. “The Colonel” issues 4 & 5 reviewed the
silent 8mm films “Coloncl Stcphens Lincs
1 & 2" produced by Hillside Films. Are
they still available? If so, where? Could
they be made available on video?

2. Likewise Ivor Gotheridge's cine collec-
tion - could that be made availablc on
video?

3. Are the "Golden Arrow” 4mm Colonel

Stephens nameplates still available? (see
“Colonel” No 11)

4. I dare not really ask this ques-
tion....... “Railways of Arcadia” books 2 &

5. In one of A G Thomas’ books on Private
Owner wagons there is a reference to
some drawings from EAMES, including
onc for a BQC wagon, drawing No O/
GS/19. Has anyone got a copy?

Ian Hammond, Bury St Edmunds
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COLONEL STEPHENS SNIPPETS

Martin Brent continues to delve into the 1937 volume of the

“Railway Observer”

In November we learn that the WC&PR
Terrier No.4 had finished painting whilst
another extract tells us that the Directors’
Saloon to accompany “Gazelle” was the
body of a Weston, Clevedon & Portishead
Railway railcar on an ex-LCC underframe
and wheels. This is interesting insofar as
it has been assumed (by our ex-Chairman
no less!) that the 1937 coach was the
centre car of the Wolseley Siddeley 3-car
railcar. Would such a decrepit body really
have been transported from Clevedon to
Kinnerley? (Editor’s note: The body of the
trailer for “Gazelle” most definitely was
not from a WC&PR railcar. It was from the
Wolseley Siddeley, which was only ever a
single vehicle - see ‘‘Colonel” No.26. The
three-car set was a Ford.)

Finally in December, information was
requested and received on “Gabrielle”,
built by Hawthorne Leslie in 1913? for the
EKR. The works number was not known,
nor its whereabouts. It was one of four
locomotives owned by the EKR, an 0-6-0T
with cylinders 16” x 24”7, 3’ 10” whecls, a
boiler pressure of 170 lb. and an all-up
weight of 42 tons.

As is known, “Gabrielle” never reached
the EKR but which were the “four locomo-
tives owned by the EKR" referred to? A
photograph of “"Gabrielle” appears in “The
East Kent Light Railway” (Middleton
Press) where it is suggested that it was
requisitioned by the Government on the
outbreak of the Great War in 1914.

And last of all, a film review of, yes, "Oh
Mr Porter” detailing the exploits of “Glad-
stone” alias KESR No.2 “Northiam”, and
Southern railway Nos.657 and 3509
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together with, in Basingstoke Yard,
No0.200 and once again No.657. Oh yes,
LNER No.2509 has a “walk-on” part at the
beginning! As a matter of personal inter-
est there is a very brief glimpse in the
Basingstoke yard sequence of an LSWR
Adams locomotive which looks suspi-
ciously like an Adams radial tank. Pro-
bably it is No.657, but if anyone knows I
would love to know.

So we close—th?‘.’pagcs of the 1937 “Rail-
way Observer”. The information contained
therein is topical and unlikely to be dis-
torted by time and/or memory. It is not,
however, infallible but it is, I find, almost
compelling reading; aimost like the old
Saturday pictures where we waited a week
to find out the heroine's fate. (Showing
your age there, Martin! - Ed.] At least all
we have to do is to turn over a few pages
to see what was happening on the “local
lines”. If enough members find this com-
pilation of interest I will try to find
another evening to open a few pages in
1938 and 1939.

Editor’s note

As shown by this and previous extracts
Jrom pre-war writings, it is swprising how
many errors of fact there are in a contem-
porary account in a very reputable journal.
It shows that you cannot take any report at
face value without some corroboration from
other sources.

There has been plenty of interest in Mar-
tin’s Snippets so they will be continuing in
JSuture issues.



CHRISTMAS COMPETION

This year for your Christmas entertainment we have "Twenty Questions” for you to
answer. They are not very difficult, and to make it easier still I'll tell you that the
answers to all of them can be found in the pages of the last dozen issues of “The
Colonel”. The first all-cbrrect solution drawn out of a hat on 1st February 1993 will
receive the usual Grand Prize of a £5 Book Token. Good luck!

How many mushrooms grew at Mushroom Terrace?

Whose oast houses stood near Junction Road Halt on the K&ESR?
Which Stephens loco was earlier called “Henrietta"?

When and where did Stephens die?

For whom was “Gazelle” originally built?

Where did Stephens obtain the first trailer for “Gazelle"?

Which piece of Stephens’ property lies at the bottom of the Severn?
What was the K&ESR said to carry for the village kids at the village shops?
From where did the Selsey Tramway get its original wagons?

10. Which station had a Funnel as Station Master? e W

11. Roughly how many milcs per gallon did the S&MR 3-car Ford sct do?
12. How were the wheels of the Wolseley-Siddeley railcar driven?

13. What were made from the RVR's lineside willow trees?

14. How much was Stephens paid by the Festiniog/WHR?

15. What was (and indeed still is) the name of the EKR's tunnel?

16. When was Northiam re-opened to fare-paying passengers?

17. Of which non-Stephens group line was Stephens a Director in 1922?
18, Which line did Stephens reject as part of his “Empire”?

19. What heated the interior of the Shefflex railcars?

20. What and where was “Tishy” ?

PONDEP DN

NOW AVAILABLE!

Eent & East Sussex Railway 2-4-0T engines NORTHIAM and TENTERDEN
in a 7mm scale easy to build kit. Etched brass with lost way brass, nickel silver and
copper castings. Any period in the lives of the locos can be produced from the kit.
Price £135.00 excluding wheels, gears and motor. P & P £5.00

STOP PRESS

Nearing completion: kits for Pickering bogle stock, Brake-3rd, All-3rd and Composite
in both 4mm and 7mm scales. Details on request.
Work has begun on our next K&ESR kit, the 0-8.0T HECATE.
Advanced orders are invited for the above new products. No deposit.

SANSPAREIL
35 Colville Street
Carlisle, Cumbria CA2 5HT
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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER

In the early years of this century, efforts
were being made by the main line com-
panies to find an alternative to steam
traction for use on lightly loaded lines.
Small boilers and engines were fitted into
heavy coaches in an attempt to overcome
the problem, but lack of power was a
serious problem on many lines.

Petrol and Diesel power was in its infancy
for railway use, but nevertheless the Col-
onel had his own ideas and was soon
putting these into practice with the first
of his famous "rail buses”, a wooden body
built on to an ancient chassis. This must
have been a success, as it was followed by
scveral new scts on Ford and Shcfflex
chassis. Although crude and clumsy to
our eyes, they were the start of railcars as
we know them today.

BACK ISSUES OF

There has been a fair amount of interest
in the supply of back issues of "The
Colonel” bul a number of you said, quile
reasonably, that you needed an index to
previous issues to know what you wanted.
No sooner said than done! Enclosed with
this issue is a cumulative index to the
principal articles and references in the
first 30 issues which we hope will help; it
was certainly interesting to produce.

Issue No 1 didn't contain any articles as
such and doesn’'t malch the others in
format, so it is probably not worth re-

A mention must also be made of the
Drewry cars used on the Weston, Cleve-
don & Portishead Railway; these would
not look too out of place on many a
modern linel

I am certain that had Stephens lived
longer, he would have used DMU-type
stock on his railways. He certainly used
petrol shunters, equivalent to today's Die-
sel shunter.

Stories abound of the rough-riding quali-
ties of the old “rail buses”, but it was
quile a thrill to go hurtling along in them,
in those days Before the war. Now they are
only a happy mcmory for thosc fcw folk
who can still recall those times!

‘“THE COLONEL”’

printing. All the others can be made
available at a cost of 75p per issue, plus
postage as [ollows:-

13-14

Orders please, with remittance, to the
Editor. Please allow 4 weeks for delivery.
For the earlier issues we have no masters,
so copying may lose some detail.

Published by
THE COLONEL STEPHENS SOCIETY
74 Red Rose
Binfield
Bracknell
Berks RG12 5LD
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