


THE COLONEL’S BUSINESS

John Blackburn has provided the following extracts from
contemporary publications, which shed a little light on the

Colonel’'s commercial activities

1. FROM BRADSHAW'S RAILWAY
MANUAL, SHAREHOLDERS' GUIDE AND
DIRECTORY, 1905 EDITION

Eent & East Sussex Light (late Rother
Valley)

DIRECTORS

Chairman - Sir Myles Fenton, Red Stone
Hall, Redhill, Surrey

Hon A E Gathorne-Hardy, 77 Cadogan
Sq., S.W.

C Arthur Head Esq.,
Stockton-on-Tees

H W Tugwell Esq., Crowe Hall, Bath

H F Stephens Esq, A.M.I.C.E. (Managing
Director and Engineer), Tonbridge, Kent
OFFICER - Secretary, F L Beard, 3 Loth-
bury, London E.C.

Hartburn Hall,

Incorporated as the Rother Valley (Light)
Railway Company in 1896, and the line
opened in March 1900. Authorised capital
£294,000 including £44,000 loans. Capi-
tal issued £60,000 in £10 shares fully
paid and £19,000 in 4% debenture stock.
Debit balance to capital £23,893 partly
provided for by issue of £12,000 Lloyds
bonds. The accounts are made up half-
yearly to 20th June and 31st December.
For the period ending 31st July 1900 the
dividend was-at the rate of 2% per annum,
for half year to 31st December 1900 2
1/2%; June 1901 1%; December 1901 2
1/2%; June 1902 1%; December 1902 3%;
June 1903 1%; December 1903 3%.

The name was altered from Rother Valley
to the above under an Order of the Light
Railway Commissioners, 1904. Directors
qualifications 25 shares. Transfer form,
common; fee 2/6d.

‘Railway. He

2. FROM THE RAILWAY YEAR BOOK,
1919 EDITION

STEPHENS. Holman Fred

Manager and Engineer, Shropshire and
Montgomeryshire Light Railway, Kent and
East Sussex Railway, etc.

Mr Stephens has had an-unusually event-
ful experience in connection with railway
work. Son of the-late-Mr F G Stephens the
well-known art critic of the “Athenaeum”,
he was born in 1869, and educated at
University College School, also at Carls-
ruhe (Baden) and Vitre (et Villaine). A
Pupil of Sir Alexander W B Kennedy at
University College, London, he afterwards
served in the locomotive and carriage
shops of the Metropolitan Railway, Neas-
den and went through the running sheds,
then becoming resident engineer of the
Cranbrook and Paddock Wood Railway.

For some years he was an Acting Inspec-
tor under the “Notice of Accidents Act” for
the Railway Department of the Board of
Trade. As Engineer for a light railway
syndicate he obtained powers for and laid
out over 340 miles of light railway, the
total estimates being nearly £2,000,000.
He afterwards became Engineer and
Managing Director of the Kent & East
Sussex Railway; is Managing Director and
Engineer of the Shropshire and Montgo-
meryshire Light Railway; also Engineer
and Locomotive Superintendent of the
East Kent Railway - a line 25 miles in
length connecting the new Kent coalfields
with the South Eastern and Chatham
is likewise Director and
Engineer of the Chichester and Selsey
Railway; Manager and Engineer of the



Weston, Clevedon and Portishead Railway;
Engineer of the Rye and Camber Tram-
way, and Enginecr of the Sheppey Railway
(since purchased by the South Eastern
and Chatham Railway). He reconstructed
the Burry Port and Gwendraecth Valley
Railway as a passenger line and in con-
junction with Messrs Galbraith and
Church rebuilt the East Cornwall Railway
for the Plymouth, Devonport and South
Western Junction Railway, opened the
same for passenger traffic, and organised
as well as worked the line as Engineer and
Manager for two years.

He is a member of the Middle Temple and
a licutecnant-colonel in the Royal

engineers.

Mr Stephens is a Member of the Institu-
tion of Civil Engineers.

BOOK REVIEW

Mr Blackburn comments:-On checking the
Shareholders’ Guide for directorial cross-
references, it emerges that Gathorne-
Hardy was a member of the SE&CR
Managing Committee and was Chairman
of the Tenterden, the Crowhurst, Sidley
and Bexhill, and the East London. The
other two directors had no other railway
directorships. It would be interesting if
other members could throw light on any of
the above. Who, for example, were the
other members of the Light Railway Syn-
dicate? Where had they obtained their
working capital?

Lastly, the 1919 list of parties to the
Railway Clearing House does not list any
of the Colonel Stephens lines. Does
anyone know _what accounting and
mutual payment arrangements were made
between the relevant companies and lines
managed by the Colonel?

THE COLONEL STEPHENS RAILWAYS IN KENT
by Peter Harding. Published by the Author at £2.25

ISBN 0 9509414 9 2

This littie book by member Peter Harding
starts with an excellent brief biography of
the Colonel himself, and goes on to cover
those of his railways that were wholly or
partly in Kent, that is the Hawkhurst
Branch, the Kent and East Sussex, the
Sheppey and the East Kent. Each line is
given a potted history from early plans to
closure, including brief details of locomo-
tives and rolling stock, and each line is
well illustrated. There are over 40 photo-
graphs in the book's 32 pages, well chosen
and several new to your reviewer.

The author has of course already pro-
duced separate books on the Hawkhurst
Branch and on the Sheppev Light Rail-
way, though not on the other two lines

covered here, and to cover four lines plus
the Colonel's biography in 32 pages is
perhaps asking rather a lot. Nevertheless,
1 think he has succeeded in producing a
book which is a good introduction to the
subject and which will serve perhaps to
whet the appetite of the reader so that he
or she can be tempted to delve more
deeply - and maybe join this Society! I am
sure the book will sell well at Tenterden
and Shepherdswell, where the lay visitor
will welcome the opportunity to learn a
little about the background of the lines
there, and every member of this Society
should buy a copy - its worth the modest
price for the illustrations alone!
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