


BOOK REVIEWS

THE RYE & CAMBER TRAMWAY - A CENTENARY HISTORY
by Laurie A Cooksey. 160 pages, hardback. Published by
Plateway Press at £17.95. ISBN 1 871980 26 7

Your reviewer has been waiting with eager
anticipation for this book to appear, and
is certainly not disappointed by the result.
Indeed, he finds it difficult to find enough
superlatives to describe it! The book con-
tains everything that a line history should
contain: a detailed and scholarly account
of the line's birth, life and death in the
context of the local physical and social
environment; full details of the line's
infrastructure with track diagrams and
scale drawings of the buildings; a com-
plete history of the locomotives and rolling
stock with scale drawings showing their
changes over the years; details of train
services, fares and tickets; biographies of

the line's staff; and the whole beautifully
printed on high quality paper with a
fantastic collection of well-chosen and
well-reproduced photographs. The full col-
our dust-jacket carries a superb reproduc-
tion of a painting by Eric Bottomley on the
front, and locomotive portraits by Paul
Jenner on the back. Most importantly, the
text is not just a dull account of facts, but
is a jolly good read!

You have probably gathered from the
above that the book is highly recommen-
ded!
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COLONEL STEPHENS RAILMOTORS by Stephen Garrett and
John Scott-Morgan. 44 pages, soft covers. Published by Irwell
Press at £7.95. ISBN 1 871608 46 5

This is another book that has been eagerly
awaited for some time, and again it was
worth waiting for. The term “Railmotors”,
which I expected to embrace just the
Fords, Shefflexes etc plus the WC&PR
Drewrys, here is extended to include not
only the K&ESR's Pickering steam railcar
but also “"Gazelle” and its trailers on the
Shropshire and Montgomeryshire - a rea-
sonable extension of the definition.

The Authors have clearly done a great deal
of research into the subject and the result
is a collection of just about everything
that is known about these fascinating
vehicles. There are some matters that are
still rather obscure, such as the detailed
history of the steam railcar and the early
life of the Wolseley-Siddeley car, and
perhaps more facts will come to light in
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the future, but this book is as complete as
is possible with current knowledge.

The book is printed on good quality paper
and is illustrated by a fine set of photo-
graphs, including a few new to your
reviewer, and these are well reproduced.
About the only thing lacking for a book of
this kind is a set of scale drawings of the
vehicles themselves, though it must be
admitted that with makers' drawings non-
existent and dimensional information
sadly lacking in most cases, this is not an
easy shortcoming to cure!

Once again this is a book that is highly
recommended - no member should be
without one in his collection.
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SIGNAL POSTS FROM OLD RAILS

This short article appeared in THE LOCOMOTIVE for 15th

january, 1930 3

For many years the Indian railways have
used old rails for structural purposes,
bridges, signal posts etc., and an interest-
ing example of this employment of worn-
out material is to be seen at the present
Colaba terminus, Bombay, of the Bombay,
Baroda and Central India Ry., where the
columns are formed of groups of rails
secured in ornamental cast-iron bases
and capitols - a successful application.

Recently, the Southern Ry. have prepared
designs of signal posts built up of old
rails. Lieut.-Col. H F Stephens, R E, of the
K&ESR and other light railways, has been
using signal posts made out of old rails for
a long time past on several of his lines.
The example illustrated in the accom-
panying cut is a very neat one.

Editor's notes.

The illustration is somewhat unclear (even
in the original magazine) but some details
can be made out. The post is a single
length of bull-head rail, whereas the
Southern ones used two lengths of rail
with spacers between them. A single rail I
would have thought would be a bit flex-
ible, but maybe waving signals didn't
worry the Colonel! The rail is bolted to a
cast-iron base set in the ground, while at
the top there appears to be another cast-
ing carrying the arm pivot and the lamp.

From the background, the location would
seem to be a short distance on the Tenter-
den side of Headcorn, where the line runs
closest to the main road by the present
dairy building, and the view is looking
north. The arm appears to have a ring on
it, and if so is unique for the K&ESR.
Usually a ring indicatcs either a shunt-

ahead signal or else an exit from a siding
on to the main line. Why either sort would
be required at this particular location
escapes me, unless extremely long trains
were being shunted at Headcorn.

The article suggests that rail-built signals
had existed on several Stephens lines for
some time. Has anyone evidence of any
others? If so, pleasc let me know.






