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Editorial:  TO INFINITY AND BEYOND  

V arious items in this issue once again prove the adage, coined by Model Rail-
way Journal some time ago, that ñresearch 
goes on to infinityò. This time round, we 
have the remarkable discovery of a major 
collection of letters concerning, and dating 
from, the very birth of the Shropshire & 
Montgomeryshire Railway, including some 
from the Great Man himself. 
As described in the news story opposite, 

we have yet to sift through this amazing find, 
but the next issue of The Colonel will hope-
fully reveal more details. I suspect it may 
take some time before this new original mate-
rial can be properly analysed, interpreted and 
put into context, but weôll give you some 
tasters as soon as we can. 
From the birth of the S&MR, we move, 

on page 9, to its threatened demise in the very 
current and still evolving story of attempts to 
save one of its last remaining relics, the sta-
tion building at its Abbey terminus. 
This is, so far, a heartwarming tale of 

enthusiasts rallying round to protect a me-
mento that has triggered a number of fond 

memories from local people, and to prevent 
the onslaught of blind bureaucracy.  
Having said that, it does seem that, now 

that the sleeves are up, nobody really wants 
to smash it down, if only a use can be found 
for it. If the old building does find a new 
purpose in this new century - and the omens 
are good so far - it would not only be excel-
lent news, but another testament to this tena-
cious railwayôs refusal to die. 
And on page 15 we have another example 

of new information coming to light, in the 
form of Robin Fieldingôs unearthing of the 
origins of the East Kent Railwaysô ex-
London, Chatham & Dover coaches. 
Despite Robinôs stirling efforts, though, 

some mysteries still remain: records show 
LC&DR coaches sold to the K&ESR that 
never appeared there, and whose fate is un-
known. Fear not: Fielding is still on the case, 
and there is yet more to come.        SH 
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Society News  

¢ƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭǎ 
Membership secretary David Powell writes: 
ñIt's membership renewal time. As usual 
your renewal form is included. And, as 
usual I am asking that you please use it 
promptly.  
ñThe subscriptions are as agreed at 

the last AGM.  These remain at Ã5 for UK 
members and Ã8 for joint members shar-
ing one copy of The Colonel at one ad-
dress and Ã10 for our overseas members.   
ñHowever, as in previous years, we 

are very happy to receive additional dona-
tions. And please note that the form pro-
vides an opportunity to highlight any 
amendments or corrections.ò 
As announced at the AGM, member-

ship now stands at 262, a net increase of 
22 on the previous year, and yet another 
all-time high. Income from subscriptions 
was Ã1331, while donations received 
amounted to Ã419: a tidy sum indeed. 
The idea of donations was adopted as 

an alternative to increasing subscriptions, 
for which no real justification could be 
made. Instead, members were invited to 
voluntarily add any extra they felt like.  
The result appears to be that we have 

achieved a 30% increase in income with-
out raising subs! Many thanks for your 
generosity.          ̧

New light is about to be shed on the birth of 
the Shropshire &  Montgomeryshire Light 
Railway in 1908 and the background to reo-
pening of much of the abandoned Potteries, 
Shrewsbury and North Wales Railway in 
1911. This is the result of the recent discov-
ery of a significant collection of letters be-
tween the first chairman of the S&MR, 
Thomas Ward Green, and key individuals, 
including several letters from Colonel Ste-
phens. 
News of this treasure trove first reached 

membership secretary David Powell via a 
phone call from a Mr John Davies of Shrop-
shire, who owns the letters, which David 
described a ñjaw-droppingò. Mr Davies is 
the grandson of Ward Green and his writing 
a biography of his grandfather, which lead to 
the discovery of the documents among his 
grandfather's papers. 
He contacted the society in an attempt to 

track down other collections of Colonel-
related material that might include corre-
spondence from his grandfather. We have 

pointed him in the direction of Phillip Shaw 
of the Colonel Stephens Museum in Ten-
terden, Kent, which has a huge archive of 
such original material. 
Mr Davies has kindly allowed the socie-

ty to make copies of his documents, which 
comprise around 80 items, including several 
letters from the Great Man himself, and oth-
ers from such key individuals as the Earls of 
Powys and of Bradford about the reopening 
of the Potts railway. 
ñThey obviously provide additional and 

important primary sources on the Colonel's 
character and his approach to business,ò said 
David. 
More details of this important collection 

and its insights will be included in future 
issues of The Colonel. Meanwhile, the les-
son for us all is that there is still material out 
there waiting to be discovered.       ̧

/ƻƭƻƴŜƭ ƭŜǧŜǊǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘǊƻǾŜ 
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IŜƭǇ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ²ŀǊƭŜȅ ǎƘƻǿ 

Society News           

The beneficiaries of this yearôs Ã500-worth 
of society donations are the Shrewsbury 
Abbey station building of the Shropshire & 
Montgomeryshire Railway, which has been 
earmarked for Ã250; and the former Ashover 
Light Railway diesel Ashover, also for Ã250. 
Abbey station is the subject of a rescue 

bid (see page 9) that, if successful, will re-
ceive our money towards the estimated 
Ã27,000 cost of repairs. The latest news is 
that a scale drawing has been made of the 
building by the architect father of member 
Phil Scoggins. It is to 1:50 scale and is with 
the Shrewsbury Railway Heritage Trust, 
which hopes to use the building as its HQ. 
Phil reported: ñ1:76 plans will hopefully 

shortly be available to the CSS. But beware: 
they cannot be entirely accurate because some 
parts of the building were breeze-blocked off!ò 
The diesel loco is a Planet type built by 

F.C. Hibberd & Co Ltd for the Clay Cross 
Company in 1948 for use on the ALR for the 
last 18 months of the railwayôs life. It made 
its way via George Cohen, Sons & Co Ltd 
and the East Anglian Transport Museum to 
the Festiniog Railway in 1981, where it now 
awaits repairs at Boston Lodge. The aim is 
that it should become the works shunter. 
According to Keith Holland, who is 

involved with the project: ñWhilst the Colo-
nelôs involvement with the ALR and the FR 
had long since ceased by the time Ashover 
appeared, it nevertheless provides an inter-
esting link between two parts of the Ste-
phens empire. Indeed, restoration to running 
order will eventually provide the prospect of 
the locomotiveôs use on the Welsh Highland 
Railway, so make that three.ò       ̧

The society will once again be represented 
at the National Model Railway Exhibition 
at the Birmingham NEC on 6 and 7 De-
cember. It would be useful if we could 
have another couple of volunteers to help 
spread the load of manning the stand.   
Please get in touch with the member-

ship secretary David Powell (contact de-
tails on page 2) if you can help. During the 
exhibition he can be contacted through 
the Exhibition Information Desk (he 
spends the show hiding in the control of-
fice), and treasurer Nigel Bird will be 
there with his well-stocked bookstall.  
Our presence at the show is master-

minded by Les Spratt, without whose tire-
less devotion to duty we would lose what 
David described as ñthis high-visibility 
opportunity of promoting the societyò. As 

exhibitors, we get two free tickets per day 
for stand stewards.  
However, as David reported to the 

AGM: ñIf we have more than two mem-
bers on duty each day, we will fund the 
additional stand steward entrance fee. We 
will also cover the steward's car parking 
charges.ò 
This year the NMRE will feature 69 

layouts and 130 traders in 14,000 sq m of 
exhibition space. The full-size highlight 
will be the NRMôs Beattie 2-4-0T Well 
Tank, recently restored to working order, 
along with its former driver and fireman 
Roy Wilce and Tony Hallworth.       ̧

5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ !ōōŜȅ ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
CwΩǎ ŜȄ-!ǎƘƻǾŜǊ ŘƛŜǎŜƭ ƭƻŎƻ 
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News  

 

É The rebuilt Welsh Highland Railway's 
extension from Waunfawr to a new Ryd Ddu 
station at the foot of Mount Snowdon was 
opened on July 30 by HRH The Prince of 
Wales. The extra 5İ miles gives a total route 
of 9 miles via Snowdon Ranger to a new-
build station alongside the car park that now 
occupies the original station site.  
 

É New hope for plans to revive the former 
Rother Valley Railway between Rob-
ertsbridge and Bodiam has been given by 
two local councils agreeing to respect the 
trackbed in any future development plans. 
This could include rebuilding the A21, if a 
dual carriageway proposal goes ahead, which 
currently blocks the trackbed just outside 

Robertsbridge and is a major obstacle. A 
decision on this is expected soon. 
 

É Ã50,000 has been awarded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund towards the Ã100,000 restora-
tion of narrow gauge Baldwin 4-6-0T No. 
778, which received a donation from us last 
year (see Colonel 71). A further Ã50,000 is 
needed, of which owner Greensand Railway 
Museum Trust has already raised Ã37,000. 
 

É Former K&ESR loco Bodiam is now 
expected to return to service early next year. 
The CSS is a Life Member of the loco's own-
er, the Terrier Trust, following a donation of 
Ã150 towards its repair. Latest news is that 
one side tank has been fitted, with the second 
ready to go on during final re-assembly at 
Rolvenden. 

bŜǿǎ ƛƴ .ǊƛŜŦ 

This is the latest offering from member Pete Stamperôs Agenoria Models, purveyors of highly-
regarded loco kits. It is a Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0ST, one of which ran on the East Kent Light 
Railways as Walton Park, for which nameplates are included in this 7mm scale kit. It costs 
Ã125, plus Ã64 for motorising components. It has an etched nickel silver chassis and brass 
body with pre-formed tank, boiler and so on. Further details are on the web site 
www.agenoria.co.uk, or you can write to Agenoria Models, 18 St Peterôs Road, Stourbridge, 
West Midlands DY9 0TY. Tel: 01562 886125 or email agenoriamodels@yahoo.co.uk 
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One of the members of our support asso-
ciation, The Tamar Belle Heritage Group, 
recently passed me a copy of the Autumn 
2002 Colonel which interestingly contains 
various snippets about the Plymouth, 
Devonport & South Western Junction 
Railway. 
We have recently established a visitor 

centre at Bere Ferrers station on the for-
mer PD&SWJR main line, utilising a for-
mer LMS 12-wheel sleeping car as an 
exhibition coach to show the history of the 
lower Tavy and Tamar valleys, of which 
both the main and branch railways form 
an intrinsic part. 
Our site also contains a demonstration 

siding where we are able to provide short 
rides in our LNER BT carriage, with op-
portunities for mixed train running (in 
Colonel Stephens style) utilising our two 
wartime Hunslet diesels. Many of the ma-
terials used on site have been recycled 
from former railway locations, so with 

nothing wasted, the Colonel would, I am 
sure, have been proud of us! 
As our local branch at Gunnislake 

probably forms the only remaining pas-
senger line in the UK which operates un-
der its original Light Railway Order, and 
with which the old Colonel was associated, 
I am wondering whether you might be 
interested in raising awareness of our 
activities amongst your membership. 
We have recently laid within our site a 

short section of 3ft 6in rails to indicate for 
comparison the East Cornwall Mineral 
Railway prior to its gauge conversion. I 
am wondering whether you might also be 
aware of plans for a new narrow gauge 2ft 
miniature railway based at Seven Stones? 

 
Chris Grove, Bere Ferrers, West Devon 

News          

Getting Colonel 71 in the mail prompted me 
to write what happened a few weeks 
ago.You may recall that a letter of mine 
appeared in Colonel 66 with a photo of my 
Selsey shed model. I decided to write a full 
blown article for our local society, the Brit-
ish Railway Modellers of Australia, to ap-
pear in our quarterly journal The Clearing 
House.This article appeared, and in the next 
issue reader and member Ken Webb wrote: 
ñI too spent a holiday at Selsey Bill in 

about 1930. My parents had a cottage there 
for a week and I can recall it quite well. The 
place had a lot of old carriages which were 
used as holiday homes. About four years ago 
I decided to visit the place again but most 
had gone.  
ñHowever, the reason for the letter is my 

parents took me to Chichester on the tram-

way; at that time the mode of transport was 
by a bus that ran on the train track. I believe 
the bus had a Ford engine in it and I can still 
remember it made a hell of a noise.ò 
Well, I thought: an article for The Colo-

nel here, so I wrote to Ken, sending photos 
of the Ford, Shefflex and an interior of one 
of the railcars. I requested an article or, if 
this was not possible, I offered to meet him 
in Sydney next time I was there: interview 
him on tape and then write up an article. 
Unfortunately Ken doesnôt remember much 
as he is now approaching 80 and was five 
years old at the time! Well, I tried!! 

 
Robert Kosmider, Modbury Heights,  

Australia 

CƻǊŘ ǊŀƛƭŎŀǊǎ ƳŀŘŜ άŀ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ƴƻƛǎŜέ 

.ŜǊŜ CŜǊǊŜǊǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ 

Dispatches                Letters to the editor 
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Letters to the editor               Dispatches

Many thanks for the complimentary copy 
of The Colonel No 71 [containing the Kip-
ling letters]. It was a pity that you could-
nôt have reproduced the original hand 
written letter with the Burwash Telegraph 
Office and Etchingham Railway Station 
notepaper.  
The second paragraph reads: ñSo 

please tell the Ellentines how sorry I am. I 
know something of the work the club is 
doing (I wish, by the way, theyôd pro-
nounce against aliens being allowed to 
hold any  kind of real estate in England. 
that will be the next thing to take in hand) 
come on with your grilse [A two-year-old 
salmon. Ed.]! You canôt óinflictô too often 
or too oppressively in that line.ò 
Colonel Stephens was well known to 

make presents of salmon, Welsh lamb and 
so on to his friends. The salmon came 
from a boatman in Oban and the lamb 
from Llanidloes. This I had on good au-
thority from the late Arthur Iggulden of 
the Tonbridge office.  
Unfortunately I canôt help re the El-

lentines, but we know which clubs H.F.S. 
belonged to: the Royal Automobile and 
the Eccentrics. There may have been oth-
ers, but Arthur Iggulden told me these 
were his main clubs. 

 
Michael Davies, via email 

YƛǇƭƛƴƎΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǿǊƛǝƴƎ ŘŜŎƛǇƘŜǊŜŘ 

In the Editorôs Note on page 16 of Colonel 71 [a postscript to the Kipling letters] you put the 
Battle of Loos in 1917. It actually commenced on 25 September 1915. John Kipling went miss-
ing, presumed killed, on the 27th: just one of over 60,000 British casualties, killed or wounded, 
of this horrific and largely futile battle. 
I have no idea what club ñthe Ellentinesò refers to. An Internet search on the word 

doesnôt find a single reference. Kipling was certainly a Freemason, and I would not be sur-
prised if Stephens was also, but if he was referring to the Masons wouldnôt he have used the 
word ólodgeô rather than óclubô? I pass on this one! 

Les Darbyshire, Bracknell, Berks. 

Just a quickie to say that whilst I was at 
Firerail 2003 I bumped into Les Spratt and 
his new layout. Not only is he a friendly sort, 
but he also let me operate, albeit briefly his 
layout. All in all, a most worthwhile exer-
cise. If you could pass on my thanks via the 
Colonel I would be most grateful. Itôs not a 
bad layout either! Once again, thank you. 

 
Bob Taylor, via email 

Membership secretary David Powell adds: 
 
Would it be possible to couple Bobôs letter 
with a note asking for feedback on what 
other Colonel Stephens genre layouts are out 
there on the exhibition circuit at the moment, 
including Rye Town of course?  
 
See page 14 for details of Andrew Ul-
lyottôs WC&PR layoutôs show debut. 

¢ƘŀƴƪǎΥ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΚ 

YƛǇƭƛƴƎΩǎ ǎƻƴΥ ŀ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǝƻƴ 
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You requested further info on two matters 
in Roger Kidner's article. First the 
PS&NWR wagon at Kinnerley. Eric 
Tonks discussed the disposal of PS&NWR 
stock in his IRS Shropshire & Montgom-
eryshire book and included the following 
sentence:  
ñWhen all the stock at the Shrewsbury 

end had been sold, the party moved up the 

line to the various stations where wagons 
had been stranded at the closure; and by 
the end of the day, all the rolling stock of 
the óPotteriesô had been sold save for one 6
-ton wagon at Kinnerley (one of half a 
dozen here) which remained until the com-
ing of the S&MR.ò  
He doesnôt give much more detail ex-

cept that the PS&NWR goods stock com-
prised 211 wagons at opening, increased to 
373 in the middle seventies, but had fallen 
to 265 by closure. He wrote: ñAll, of 
course, have long since disappeared, 
though one lasted long enough to bear an 
S&M number.ò 
Your other query: the carriage in the 

background of the Kinnerley photo looks 
like one of the three LSWR four-wheel, 
five-compartment thirds obtained from 
the PDSWJR. 

 
Stephen Garrett, London 

The latest Colonel asks us to identify the 
coach in Kinnerley yard. I have another photo 
of this coach, a close-up in the same location 
parked next to an ex-MR goods van. My 
photo came from the Jarvis collection: it 
shows a five-compartment, four-wheel coach. 
As it definitely is not one of the ex-North 

Staffs. four-wheelers, it must be one of the 
three all third compartment four-wheelers ex-
LSWR acquired from the Plymouth, Devon-
port and South Western Junction Railway.  
From my photo it appeared to have been 
stripped back to bare wood before being 
varnished (now long gone), the so-called buff 
livery.  

 
David Powell, Princes Risborough, Bucks. 

YƛƴƴŜǊƭŜȅ ǿŀƎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŀŎƘ ƛƴŦƻ 

Dispatches                Letters to the editor 

Editorôs Note: In the noble quest for a com-
plete identification of the subjects in a photo 
published in Colonel 69, the photographerôs 
dogôs true identity can at last be revealed: 
 
I received the latest Colonel today and had to 
ring Richard Casserley [son of the famous 
photographer H.C.] about another matter, so I 
asked him the name of his fatherôs dog. He 
replied that it was Tinker ï with an ónô for 
Nellie ï and there are plenty of photos of it. 
It died about 1940, being replaced by a terrier 
named Pip, which was Richardôs. So there 
you have it! 
 

Colin Pealling, Walsall, W. Midlands 

/ŀǎǎŜǊƭŜȅΩǎ ŘƻƎ ǿŀǎ  

With reference to the request for further infor-
mation about the PS&NWR wagon mentioned 
by Roger Kidner in Colonel 71, there is an F.E. 
Fox-Davies photo of it taken in November 
1902, during the railwayôs period of derelic-
tion, in the first edition of Eric Tonksô Shrop-
shire and Montgomeryshire Light Railway 
book. At this stage it looked in quite good 
condition. Eric Tonksô caption states it was 
later repaired and used on the S&M. 

 
Phil Scoggins, Shrewsbury, Shropshire 
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W hen member Phil Scoggins raised the alarm that the local council wanted to 
demolish the remains of the former Shrop-
shire & Montgomeryshire Railway station 
building at Shrewsbury, it was all hands to 
the pumps. Letters were written and meet-
ings hastily convened. A reprieve has been 
won: the initial skirmishes were victorious, 
but the battle continues. 
Phil is also chairman of the planning 

committee of the Shrewsbury Civic Society, 
and was alerted by his local councillor Miles 
Kenny to the danger to the station back in 
February of this year. All that remains of the 
S&MRôs Abbey station, with its spectacular 

backdrop of the Abbey church, is the plat-
form and most of the brick-built station 
building: the rest of the site was converted 
into a car park about ten years ago. 
The building itself, which became council 

property when British Rail sold off the site, 
had been in poor condition for many years. 
Miles had spotted that the end wall was being 
propped up by scaffolding, the roof having 
collapsed some time ago. Knowing the build-
ingôs history, he raised the issue with Shrews-
bury & Atcham Borough Council. 
The councilôs property services manager 

Geoff Trantham surveyed the site and con-
cluded that the building should be demol-

{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ IŀƴƴƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ  
ǘƘŜ {ƘǊŜǿǎōǳǊȅ ǘŜǊƳƛƴǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ ϧ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅǎƘƛǊŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 

THE FIGHT FOR  
ABBEY FOREGATE  

Believed to date from 1923, 
this previously unpublished 
photo from the access road to 
the cattle dock was supplied 

by Russell Mulford 
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ished on public safety grounds. The local 
paper, the Shropshire Star, was tipped off 
and ran a news story on 10 February, de-
scribing the building as ñone of the most 
prestigious pieces of Shropshireôs railway 
heritageò. 
So began the campaign to save the óOld 

Potts Stationô, as it is affectionately known. 
The issue was to be decided at a council 
meeting on 16 June, and Phil invited the 
Colonel Stephens Society to join the fight to 
convince the council not to accept Tran-
thamôs recommendation. We sent a letter, 
signed by chairman and local resident Derek 
Smith, to the councilôs chief executive, 
pointing out the buildingôs significance as 
one of the few surviving relics of the 
S&MR, and placing it in the historically 
important national context of the Colonelôs 
empire. 
Membership secretary David Powell also 

defended the station in a timely interview 
with local BBC radio station Radio Shrop-
shire on 13 June, and emailed all the council 
cabinet members, saying: 
ñWe believe that the council should 

honour its obligations as custodians of this 
important part of our heritage because: first-
ly, the booking office, built in 1866, is a 
tangible reminder of the convoluted history 
of Victorian railways in the West Midlands 
and Wales; and secondly, it is the last sur-

The famous early picture of the station in PS&NWR days  
[Kidderminster Railway Museum] 

tƻǧŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 
Ψ¢ƘŜ tƻǧǎΩ 

 
by David Powell 

 
The original Potteries, Shrewsbury & 
North Wales Railway opened in 1866 
as part of a grand, if doomed, scheme 
to link the Potteries with the Welsh 
Coast and Ireland. 
óThe Pottsô line, as it came to be 

known, closed in 1888. There was an 
effort to reopen it in 1891, which came 
to naught. Then in 1908, Colonel Ste-
phens became involved and the route 
reopened as the Shropshire & Mont-
gomeryshire Railway in 1911. 
As the S&MR, it ran for some 18 

miles from Abbey Foregate to Lla-
nymynech, with a six-mile branch from 
Kinnerley to the Breiden Hill quarries 
at Criggion. It survived as an inde-
pendent light railway until 1941, when 
it came under Army control, and final-
ly succumbed in 1960.       ̧
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viving relic of the óPottsô, the S&MR and 
Colonel Stephens in Shrewsbury.ò 
Itôs likely that the cabinet would have 

been surprised by the level of interest stirred 
up. It was petitioned not only by local resi-
dents, many of whom came forward with 
memories of travelling on the S&MR, but 
also by the Civic Society, the Shropshire 
Wildlife Trust, Shrewsbury Past and Present 
Model Railway Society, the Abbey adminis-
trators, a local museum Steam Trust and the 
Shropshire Railway Society. 
The latterôs involvement is significant. 

For when the cabinet decided at the June 
meeting not to demolish the building, it 
called for detailed proposals for possible 
future uses of the building should it be re-
stored, and it is the SRCôs proposal that our 
society is backing. 
This came about at a hastily convened 

meeting ï for which Phil deserves the organi-
sational credit ï on 25 June, when I just hap-
pened to be in the area visiting friends. Pre-
sent at the meeting were representatives of 
the Civic Society and the SRC, as well as 
councillors Miles Kenny and Mansel Wil-
liams, who is also an SRC member.  
This informal congregation dubbed itself 

óThe Potty Groupô, for which we can blame 

Mr Scoggins. The upshot was that delegates 
of the SRC, which was in the process of 
transforming itself into the Shrewsbury Rail-
way Heritage Trust (SRHT), proposed that 
the new trust might adopt the transformed 
station building as its headquarters, instead of 
buildings at Shrewsbury Station, as had been 
originally envisaged. 
This idea was agreed by the Potty Group 

and formally adopted by the Trust at a meet-
ing a few days later. Our societyôs support 
was founded on two principles: firstly, that 
the building should be preserved in line with 
our constitutional commitment to the Great 
Manôs heritage; and secondly that there 
should be a museum display explaining the 
buildingôs significance as a major surviving 
artefact of the S&MR and the Great Manôs 
work. Chairman Derek Smith and SRHT 
director Russell Mulford - a major driving 
force behind the óSave The Stationô campaign 
- have both offered ex-S&MR relics as poten-
tial museum exhibits. 
Russell spent much time reporting on 

military activities at Abbey station in 1956 in 
connection with the Suez Crisis, during the 
period when the line was being used by the 
Army to serve ammunition dumps. 
The editor of Railway Heritage magazine 

Frontage facing Abbey Foregate street, possibly at a relatively early date in the 
S&MR period. The sign was later raised and the fence plastered with adverts    [KRM] 
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has also been tipped off about the story in 
the hope that he might want to publish some-
thing about the goings-on. 
Phil summarised the way forward thus: 

ñThe railway society/trust will soften up 
councillors and the public with big feature 
articles on Colonel Stephens, S&MR etc in 
the local press, and each councillor will re-
ceive similar information personally.  
ñThere will be a small display at Civic 

Society HQ. Geoff Trantham of Borough has 
been positive about the prospects for a muse-
um in meetings with the Trust. The Shrews-
bury Museum boss has also been very help-
ful. A business plan is to be prepared. The 
formal launch of campaign/fund-raising has 
been tentatively earmarked for September.ò 
The key factor, of course, is money. We 

have offered Ã250 from this yearôs donations 
pot, authorised at a total of Ã500 at our AGM 
in April. And the Civic Society has pledged 
up to Ã3000 towards the restoration, which 
has been estimated as costing Ã27,000. It is 
hoped that the Ã10,000 of public money that 
Mr Trantham advocated would need to be 
spent on demolition might instead be used to 
put the building back together. 
The councilôs deadline for receiving 

proposals for the stationôs future use is De-
cember. The Abbey administrators are be-
lieved to be considering a rival bid to con-
vert the building into offices for their own 
use, and would have considerable funds at 
their disposal to do so. So a railway-related 
future for the Old Potts station is by no 
means assured. Keep reading The Colonel to 
find out what happens next.  
      Â 

 

 ̧The best histrical account of the Abbey 
station, by Roger Carpenter, was published 
in British Railway Journal number 23 in 
autumn 1988. It runs for nine pages and 
contains 16 photos and a 1926 map. 

The sorry remains of the building, snapped 
by Derek Smith on 14 January 1990 
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THE ROTHER VALLEY RAILWAY  
ñññññññññðñññññ Ð ñññññññññññññññ 

Robertsbridge station, East Sussex TN32 5DG 
 

REBUILDING  THE  K&ESR FROM ROBERTSBRIDGE TO BODIAM  
 

Visitor centre open Sundays and Bank Holidays 9.30 to 17.00 (or dusk if earlier)  

For membership, telephone: 01580 881833, go to www.rvrsa.co.uk 
or write to: RVRSA, 375 New Hythe Lane, Larkfield, Kent ME20 6RY 

E dward (Ted) Otridge, a very old friend of the family, and his wife moved to Portis-
head a few years ago after living in Bath for 
the previous 75 years. During one of our 
recent conversations, I was talking about the 
Weston, Clevedon & Portishead Railway 
and he informed me that he had travelled on 
it. I insisted that he wrote an account of the 
journey, if only to serve as a memoir. This is 
as he wrote it: 
ñWhen I was a small boy in the early 

1930s, my parents would arrange with our 
chimney sweep to rent his caravan for a 
week, sited at Uphill at the top of the access 
slope to a lime kiln. We would travel on a 
train, our home being near the Oldfield Park 
station [in Bath], to Weston-Super-Mare. 
ñWhen we were at the caravan and wanted 

some hot water, we made use of the lime kiln 
by lowering a flat-bottom kettle with water in 
it down into the limestone as it burned. 
ñOne day, after spending some time on 

Weston beach, we went to Ashcombe Road 
railway station [the WC&PRôs Weston ter-

minus] to board a train to Clevedon. I had 
my bucket and spade and sat with my par-
ents, looking out at the scenery.  
ñThe journey started, but it didnôt seem 

long before we were stopping. Some people 
would look out to see what was happening 
and report to the others in the carriage (it 
could be gates to be opened and closed), 
then we would move on again for a short 
time, then another stop. 
ñThis kept happening: slow down to 

stop, then start again. Occasionally someone 
would climb down on to the side of the track 
whilst the train was stopped. It must have 
started to rain as we travelled along, and 
drops started to fall from the carriage roof, 
so I tried to catch them in my bucket. 
ñAt Clevedon we got off the train and 

whilst we were wandering about in the rain, 
somebody must have called to my parents to 
come and shelter in their large workshop (or 
so it seemed to a small boy), and the owner 
produced something for us to eat and drink. 
ñI do not remember the return journey 

RAINY DAY TRIP TO 
CLEVEDON IN THE ï30S 
aŀǊƪ .ƭŀŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘŀƭŜ  
ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘƻƴΣ /ƭŜǾŜŘƻƴ ϧ tƻǊǝǎƘŜŀŘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 

I Was There  




