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SUGGESTED VISIT TU THE SHROPSHIRE & MONTGOMERY BAILWAY 3
ABBEY STATION AREA AT SHHEWSBURY.

The Abbey Station was in Abbey Foregate, and is easily found.

It is not possible to go into the Station, as it is now locked
up ; it was a former hilder's yard ; one can look through a wire
fence and see wnat is left,

Mow leave the Station and walk up Abbey Foregate about 250 yards,
turn down a road to the right at the side of Safeways, and pass
onto the old line. Take note of the wooden jibed hand crane still
standing in place. This crane is thought to be over 100 yrs. old,
and efforts are being made to save it. Later it is hoped to dis~
mantle and rebuild it on a site at the North end of Shrewsbury
Station. Also look at a brick arch bridge over wnich the rail-
way was built, the river Rea runking under.

Now turn and look up the line away from the Station ; a well-
worn path can be seem on the left hand side of the rails.Take
this path; the walk is a slow climb and the line curves gently

to the right and after 4 mile we arrive at a crossing. Here
leave the railway and walk into Rock Streef, turn left and in
front is an Overbridge. This Bridge is the main point of our
visit. Walk down to it and look carefully at all aspects jnote
the double road brick buttments from the P S & B W R days, built
to take the two tracks. Pass through to the other side and turm
ieft into a playing field. You can now walk up to the line side.
While you look at the track, note the rails are BullHead 95LBs,
in all sorts of chains, G ¥ R & L M § type ; some bolts and
screws are missing and the sleepers are all in a poor condition.
This bridge is quite unique as it is in the same sort of conditim
as in S & M days, and it is not hard to step back 60 years in
time abd see the Colonel walking up the track.

I do urge members to visit this structure as it will be all lost
forever shortly under a new road network to be built in this area.
After looking at the bridge return back up Rock Street and turn
left into Scott Street and walk to the top. The 0ld G W R & L M S

steam loco sheds were on the right ; nothing is left of this except

some 0il tank bases.

There are two brick bridges, one over the Hereford line and one
over what used to be the Severn Valley line and was known as

Mill. There was a Shed that held the DE Inspection cach to the
lefts the single track goes round to the left and is the same as
at Rock Street bridge we have just left. The line in fact is a big
horseshoe.

Return down Scott Street and turn left into a walkway running down
to the o0ld Midiand Yard. On thewy it is possible to see a section
of the old works still standing. At the bottom of the walkway
turn right into the Midland Yard and walk along the left side:
note the super Viaduct. You are now out again in Abbey Foregate.
Total distance 1i miles (one & quarter miles) Time about 2 hours.
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There follows three pages of member’s names and addresses.

The Society had about 70 members at this stage.






