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Subseriptions The Colonel is distributed to members of the Colonel Stephens
Society only. Membership of the Society costs £10 annually in the UK. Joint
membership for two people, one Colonel, same address, is £12. Overseas
membership is £15. Applications to our Membership Secretary (address on p.31).
An Index to The Colonel issues 1-112 is available on our website (see below).
Back numbers of The Colonel from 2 to the latest issue are all in stock. They are
available from our Secretary (address on page 31). Price to members for up to 20
issues is £1.60 per issue, including UK postage. Orders above 20 at cost after con-
tacting the Secretary. Excess postage for overseas orders will be charged at cost.
Issue 1 was a single sheet. It can be supplied on request free of charge with any
other order, or separately on receipt of an AS-size stamped addressed envelope.
DVDs containing 39 rare Shropshire & Montgomeryshire Railway photo-
graphs, mostly of locomotives, from the WD Detachment photograph album, pro-
vided by Mike Christensen, author of The SMLR under Military Control. Book and
DVD were reviewed in Colonel 104. This superb DVD is available from our Secre-
tary (address on page 31) at the bargain price of £3 including p&p.
Drawings 47 drawings of a variety of locomotives, rolling stock and infrastructure
of the railways of Colonel Stephens are now available. Drawn by the Society’s
chairman, these famous scale drawings may be ordered by post from our Secretary
(address on page 31). They are printed on A3 paper. They cost just 70p each for 1-5
drawings. They will be dispatched rolled in a cardboard tube. Post & packing cost
£3.20 for up to 20 drawings. Over that please contact the Secretary. A list of the
drawings appears on our website (together with images) and in Colonel 104 p11.
Car Stickers Proclaim your membership of the Society by displaying one of our
elegant car stickers. £2.10p each including p&p from our Secretary (address on
p.31). Visit our website to see a colour image of the sticker.
Badges Chic Colonel Stephens Society badges may be purchased from our
Membership Secretary (address on page 31) at £4.80 including postage. Visit our
website to see a colour image of the badge.
The Colonel’s Guide, over 80 pages of sources of books, magazine articles, mod-
els, videos and films of the Colonel’s railways, available from our Secretary
(address on page 31) at £3.30 , including p&p.
Biography of Colonel Stephens Colonel Stephens - a Celebration: we have a
limited supply of this excellent booklet at £4.15 each, including UK p&p, available
from our Treasurer (address on page 31).
Cheques In all cases please make out cheques to “The Colonel Stephens Society”.
Discussion Group Enrol for the Colonel Stephens e-Discussion Group by opening
a Yahoo account with a user name and password. After logging on to the Yahoo
Groups.com link (not .co.uk), log on with same details if asked, search for
ColonelHFStephens and follow the prompts to register.

PLEASE NOTE PRICE INCREASES.

Website: Visit our constantly updated website
www.colonelstephenssociety.co.uk
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Be You!

he success and continuity of any

Editorial: It Could
voluntary group depends on a num-

T ber of factors; a common interest,

sufficient paving members, good communi-
cations, the organisation of interesting
events and, crucially, a small number
people willing and able to carry out some
essential tasks. The actual tasks required
clearly vary from group to group and time
to time. We have been lucky in that most of
our officers have stayed in post for quite
long periods, lending stability to our
organisation.

However, we are coming to a junction at
which we need to change at least some of
the crew. Your editor will, by the next
AGM, have produced 40 issues of The
Colonel over a ten-year period and feels the
need to hand over the regulator ta new
driver, Our Archivist, Stuart Marshall,
membership officer, David Powell and our

secretary, Kerry Baylis all also wish to hand
over all, or some of their responsibilities. As
we agreed at the last AGM, the archivist's
role is relatively minor, so we may be able to
carry out some re-alignment of tasks. For
example, Kerry is willing to carry on with
sales and your editor would be happy to
continue as publicity officer. In addition,
Nigel Bird does not wish to continue with
organising and distributing our very suc-
cessful Christmas cards.

So, if we wish our society to reach its
30th birthday in good heart in 2013, we will
need to find two or three volunteers (o take
on some key tasks. If vou ave thinking of
taking up one of these posts, don't worry,
you will receive any help you feel vou need -
and we can make sure that the transition can
be organised to suit you. As a first step, all
you need to do is contact our chairman, Les
Darbyshire, or one of the other officers.

CONTENTS
Steam back at Robertsbridge - 4
A Literature review - 6
Pickering pickings - 9
Cornish link with the past - 12
Garden pests - 13
Memories of the K&ESR - 15
Robertsbridge shuttle - 16/17
Modelling news - 19
Museum notes - 20
Selsey Tramway ephemera - 22
Press digest-24
Blast from the past - 25
RVR progress - 26
John Keylock - 28
New WC&PR sign - 29
Dispatches - 30
Jackson’s Jottings - 32

Their addresses are on page 31.
Please think about ir - it could be you!
Ross Shimmon

Front cover: Unusual view of a Baldwin
4-6-0T from the Ashover Light Railway col-
lection. But it’s nat an Ashover example. fm-
age kindly provided by Ralph Gibbons, editor
of Where The Rainbow Ends (4LRS).

Christmas cards take off

This year’s Christmas card featuring
Shrewsbury Abbey station flew off the
shelves. They were sold out before we
this issue went to press.

Members® Weekend

Next year’s Members” Weekend will
take place on May 10th and | Ith, there
may also be activities on Friday 9th
May. Details are not yet available, but
the full schedule and booking form will
be in the next issue. Meanwhile, mark
your diary for that weekend.
Nominations

There are likely to be several vacancies
for officer posts at the agm (see the
editorial above). Consider whether you
can take on one of the roles.
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STEAM RETURNS TO
ROBERTSBRIDGE

LAURIE COOKSEY savours the Gala Weekend at Robertsbridge, 52 years
after the very last passenger train departure

had very litile time available,

but I was determined to get to

Robertsbridge on Sunday, 22™

September, to witness a steam train
running on the old Rother Valley Railway
(RVR) from there to Northbridge Street.
Although not normally scheduled to stop
there, on Saturday 21" September, South
Eastern Trains kindly stopped all their up
and down fast trains there as well, but not so
on the Sunday.
Short walk

Arriving at Robertsbridge mainline

station on South Eastern’s 12.27 electric
service from Hastings, it was but a short
walk across the former goods yard to the
well-stocked Rother Valley Railway’s shop.
beyond which, and outside, no less than
Gardner Crawley, chairman of the RVR,
was issuing valid all-day Third
Class return card tick-
ets for £35

i from a desk.
What struck me was the
gTeat excitement that was in the air and
there, ahead of me, half-way alongside the
new and very wide S-carriage temporarily
ballast-topped platform, stood the Kent &
East Sussex Railway's “Terrier” no. 32670
in her very smart lined black BR livery. She
had, of course, been named Bodiam for the
greater part of her life, having arrived on the
RVR as that railway's No.3 way back in
May 1901. Her train was made up with the
KESR’s immaculately turned out 4-wheeled
carriages, Nos. 27687, 2947 and 3062.

Shuttle service

The train was not running to a timetable, but
every 15 minutes or so, it would reverse out
of the station, the carriages being propelled
down the 1 in 80 gradient round the 10 chain
radius right-hand curve alongside the old run
-round loop, onto the straight and over the
five recently rebuilt bridges. It terminated,
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after about half a mile, just short of North-
bridge Street, which was on the main A21
Tonbridge to Hastings road prior to the
village’s bypass having been built,
There were a great number of visi-
tors, but not too many to make it
crowded, with enough travelling on
each trip to comfortably fill all of
the 10 compartments of the train. I
made my first trip in ex-North Lon-
don Railway carriage No. 27687
and, on the return journey, it was
not difficult for me to imagine that
I was on an actual K&ESR train of
the past, which had just been
flagged across the crossing at
Northbridge Street and was then
continuing on the last part of its
journey into Robertsbridge station.
It really did feel as though the clock
had been turned back a hundred
years!
Just 50 minutes

My next and, unfortunately, last
trip was made in the rear carriage,
ex-LC&DR “Ashford” Brake No.
3062 (Ken's carriage), after which [
was able to fit in two out and back
rides on the short sit-astride 74"
gauge miniature railway behind
freelance Southern Railway 0-6-0T
steam engine No. 541, which had
been brought along by Polegate &
District Model Engineering Club. T
did not have time to savour the
impressive variety of food and
drinks on offer in the marquee, or
the live music, but I did manage to
purchase a polystyrene mug of tea
to drink on my way back to Has- =
tings on the 13.40 South Eastern train. My
visit had lasted just S0 minutes, but I would
not have missed it for anything!
Niggling feeling

I wish the Rother Valley Railway every
success in their bid to join up with the Kent
& East Sussex Railway at Junction Road,
but T do have niggling worries that the fares
to travel on the lengthened railway might be
beyond the pockets of most families and
that the K&ESR will lose its light railway

n

atmosphere and charm with the larger and
more powerful locomotives which are al-
ready coming into service. ®

Far left: Souvenir ticket issued during the
weekend.
Lefi: "All aboard!"” K&ESR Chief Station
Master, Harry Hickmott, encouraging pas-
sengers for the shuttle to Northbridge Street,
Above: K&ESR Terrier No. 3 ‘Bodiam ' run-
ning as BR 32670 bringing the three coach
train into the new platform at Robertsbridge.
(Ross Shimmon)
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THE QOLONEL’S BOOKED
A literature review by Brian Janes

l s a study society, it must behove us
from time to time to consider whether
published literature on the great and
good Colonel is both adequate to serve his
memeory and historically robust,
Uneritical repetition

Asked this question in the early1990s 1
would probably have concluded that a fresh
start was needed. Although there
was copious photographic =
coverage in
maga-

zines and picture
books there was a good
deal of uncritical repetition of histori-
cal *facts’ which seems to bedevil works on
Stephens. We had a few cherished historical
volumes, particularly Eric Tonks’s by then
rare treatises on the Shropshire & Montgom-
eryshire Light Railway (SMLR), Snailbeach
District and Edge Hill, J I C Boyd’s Festin-
iog *Bible’, Lawson Finch’s admirable pio-
neering 1940s booklet on the Kent & Fast
Sussex (KESR), and Edward Griffith’s good
but rather less satisfactory Selsey book.
Without the benefits of modern research this
gave us a start, though the both the SMLR
and Snailbeach volumes in particular are

very misleading in parts and it is most unfor-
tunate that they were recently reprinted in un
-amended form. Of enduring value were the
excellent, if brief, Oakwood press histories;
Stephen Garrett's K&ESR, Ken Plant’s
Ashover and Colin Maggs’s Weston
Cleve- don & Portishead
(WC&P). Christopher
Redwood’s 1980
WC&P book and
Michael Windeatt’s
unpublished 1960s
WC&P manuscript
were in a similar
class. Peter Har-
ding had also
started his excel-
lent short book-
lets that now
cover several
Stephens’s
A railways,
Middleton
o Press also
e started their cover-
age in the “Branch Lines

~ to... series and although the East Kent
Light Railway (EKR), SMLR and K&ESR
volumes are excellent summaries they do not
aim to be definitive histories, Middleton’s
compendium of Tenterden Terrier articles
(Colonel Stephens Insights to the man and
his empire, Philip Shaw and Vic Mitchell,
Middleton Press. 2005) is a nice collection
but many of these would have benefited
from updating.

Heavyweight literature

More heavyweight literature then started
to become available. In 1989 came Bob
Gratton and S R Bond’s definitive and
really satisfying Ashover book and shortly
after came Laurie Cooksey’s excellent Cen-
tenary History of the Rye and Camber. Lau-
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rie later capped this achievement with his
Selsey Tram History in 2005, though the
publisher’s decision to split it into two ex-
pensive volumes was antioying. Brian Hart's
works on Hawkhurst and Sheppey are of
equally high merit. These books were all
printed to the highest standard and are un-
likely to be surpassed. This is also true of the
Oakwood Press’s more recent efforts;
Stephen Garrett’s excellent two volumes on
the East Kent; and R W Miller’s similarly
excellent Bury Port & Gwendraeth Valley
(BP&GVR) volumes. Finally, Stephen Gar-
rett’s fine work on the Railmotors filled a
specialist niche (Colonel Stephens’ Railmo-
tors, Stephen Garrett and John Scott-
Morgan, Irwell Press, 1995).

Operation and rolling stock

Peter Johnson dived into the minute
books of the Welsh Highland and the SMLR
for Tan Allan’s loosely titled ‘Tllustrated
History” series. Although these provided
solid historical information on company
history they perhaps lack the more rounded

appeal of the above volumes, Particularly
overlooked was information on operation
and rolling stock which provide so much of
the Stephens railways interest. Brian Hart’s
long-awaited K&ESR work, so rich in local
detail, was similarly deficient.

Gaps to be filled?

Well, the most glaring gap is a Stephens
biography; the only work currently available
is this writer’s very brief summary booklet
(Colonel Stephens a celebration. Kent &
East Sussex Railway, nd). Then there is the
Callington Branch and the Snailbeach both
of which deserve a modern meaty tome;
rumour has it that something might be in
offing for both. Simflar rumours are about
for the SMLR and also K&ESR rolling
stock. Personally I yearn for a good volume
on the role of Stephens in the Festiniog and
Welsh Highland saga, an area that gets rather
scanty coverage in the standard works,

What do you think? e
[We would be glad to have your views — Ed]

Continued on next page »

Nigel Bird (Books)

Bryn Hir, Llwynygroes,Tregaron,
Ceredigion, S¥Y25 6PY

Tel: 01974 821281

email : nigelbird.books@virgin.net

j Op I have been buying and selling railway
books since 1985.
My stock runs to over 4000 titles

(all on my website : www.nigelbirdbooks.co.uk)
Rare, out of print and selected new titles.
Books on The Colonel's Lines, Narrow Gauge, GWR and
railways in Wales are my speciality.

Why not contact me for your railway book
wants?
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<« Continued from previous page
Summary list

For the present, to:summarise, here is a
rather personal selection of one book for
each railway:

The Hawkhurst Branch, Brian Hart,
Wild Swan, 2000 (regrettably out of print).

The Rye and Camber Tramway,
Laurie Cooksey, Plateway Press, 1995,

The Selsey Tramway, Volumes | and 2.
Laurie Cooksey. Wild Swan, 2006,

Kent and East Sussex Railway,
Stephen Garrett, Oakwood Press, 1999
(OOP).

The Sheppey Light Railway. Brian
Hart. Wild Swan, 1992.

Callington Railways, Various Authors,
Forge Books, Several Editions.*

The BP&GVR and its Antecedent
Canals, Volume 2: The Railway and Dock,
R W Miller. Oakwood Press, 2009

An Mustrated History of the Shrop-
shire and Montgomeryshire Railway.
Peter Johnson. OPC, 2008

‘Weston Clevedon and Portishead
Railway. Colin G Maggs. Oakwood
Press; 1990 (OOP).

The East Kent Railway, Two Volumes.
M. Lawson Finch & Stephen Garrett,
Oakwood Press, 2003.

Ironstone Quarries of the Midlands
Part IT Oxfordshire (for The Edge Hill
Light). E S Tonks, Runpast Publishing, 1988
(OOP)

Snailbeach District Railways. E S
Tonks. Industrial Railway Society, 1974,
reprinted 2006.*

The Festiniog Railway, 2 Vols. JIC
Boyd. Oakwood Press, Various editions™*

An Illustrated History of the Welsh
Highland Railway, Peter Johnson. OPC,
2002, revised 2009.*

The Ashover Light Railway. R Grat-
ton and S R Bond. Wild Swan Publications.
1989. (OOP)

Lines to Torrington. OPC. 1984.*
(O0P)

*Valuable but not definitive

ANNIVERSARIES

Les Darbyshire tells us that significant
anniversaries will be thin on the ground in
2014 (apart, of course, from the obvious one
- the start of the Great War). However, we
should mark:

Passenger services on the
K&ESR ceased on 4" January
1954, and the section between

Headcorn and Tenterden closed entirely,
while the rest was retained for freight only.

]L "\ Twenty years later, passenger
L] | services began again on the par-

" tially restored line from
Tenlcrdcn Town to Rolvenden on 3"
February 1974.

There will be rather more in 2013, but in the
meantime, we would be glad to hear from
members of any significant anniversaries we
have missed. o

TRANSFERS for PO Wagons:

Photographed around the Colonel's railways !

Arnell, Bognor Coal, Bottrill, BW &Co., Chichester Coal
Corrall, Cory, CWS, Firbeck, Foster, Frank Keep, Proctor
Jury Brick, Tilmanstone, Willmer and many more .....

in a scale of your choice AND PO wagons of YOUR choice
* and don't forget our custom work (see our other advert for contact details )
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PICKERING PICKINGS

Notes on the Colonel’s dealings with R Y Pickering & Co Lid from their

records by ALBYN AUSTIN and STEVE BELL

friend of mine, Steve Bell,
is researching the dealings
that R Y Pickering had with
the Brecon and Merthyr
Railway. Knowing about my interest in
Colonel Stephens, he has noted any
references to the Rother Valley Railway
or K&ESR that turn up. He spends a
couple of days in Glasgow every few
months wading through the paper

The crane is listed as a 1905 addi-
tion to the stock from the wagon
register as related in Stephen Garrett’s
comprehenswe Oakwood history of the
line ", so this entry is interesting. The
ongmal specification for the crane was
produced in 1902 but the RVR seems
only able to afford to order it on 23"
March 1904. Deliyery inside two
months seems to be pretty fast but Brian

Established 18684,

Railwn\r Carriage _—
and Ll

Wagon Bullders, :
and

Wheel Makers.

‘R. Y. PICKERING & CO. Lto. ]

kchiaf Works: WISH Aw near Glasgow.

London Office: 3, VICTORIA STREET, 8.W. J

records. | will discuss here some of the
more interesting items he has found so
far,

The original RVR stock of 1899, 6
four-wheel coaches and ten open
wagons, came from Hurst Nelson of
Motherwell, but by 1904 the Colonel
had switched his allegiance to R Y Pick-
ering & Co Ltd of Wishaw, near Glas-
gow.

Portable hand erane

Their stores day book for 12" May
1904 lists the dispatch to the RVR of a
new portable 5T hand crane on a wagon
with a runner truck, lettered No. 1, to-
gether with three repaired carriages, 1, 4
& 6 to Robertsbridge Jen SE&CR.

Janes suggests it was likely to have
been a standard item as virtually every
railway had hand cranes for use at small
goods yards or sidings that didn’t justi-
fy their own installed crane.
Spare parts needed

The crane seems to have given quite
a few problems as spare parts occupy
quite a few entries from June 1904 on-
wards — new brackets for the balance
box and a serew nut ditto in June. An-
other bracket for the balance box was
sent in July, a repaired crane screw in
December, a new sprocket wheel and
chain in February 1905 and a back
cross stay dispatched on 16th Jan 1907,

(Contined on page 1(})





































































