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THE COLONELðS STORES 
Subscriptions The Colonel is distributed to members of the Colonel Stephens  
Society only.  Membership of the Society costs Ã10 annually in the UK.  Joint  
membership for two people, one Colonel, same address, is Ã12. Overseas             
membership is Ã15.  Applications to our Membership Secretary (address on p.31). 
An up to date Index of  The Colonel is available on our website (see below). 
Discussion Group Enrol for the Colonel Stephens e-Discussion Group by opening 
a Yahoo account with a user name and password. After logging on to the Yahoo 
Groups.com link (not .co.uk), log on with same details if asked, search for  
ñColonelHFStephensò and follow the prompts to register. 
 

The following items are available from our Sales Officer, Kerry Baylis,          

10  Cedar Court, Farrand Road, Hedon, East Riding of Yorkshire, HU12 8XL   

01482 897645   Email: kerry@thetrackside.karoo.co.uk 
 

Back numbers of The Colonel  from 2 to the latest issue are all in stock.  Price to 
members for up to 20 issues is Ã1.60 per issue, including UK postage.  Orders 
above 20 at cost after contacting the Sales Officer.  Excess postage for overseas 
orders will be charged at cost.  Issue 1 was a single sheet.  It can be supplied on 
request free of charge with any other order, or separately on receipt of an A5-size 
stamped addressed envelope. 
DVDs containing 39 rare Shropshire & Montgomeryshire Railway photo-
graphs, mostly of locomotives, from the WD Detachment photograph album, pro-
vided by Mike Christensen, author of  The SMLR under Military Control.  Book 
and DVD were reviewed in Colonel 104.  This superb DVD is available at the bar-
gain price of Ã3 including p&p. 
Drawings 48 drawings of a variety of locomotives, rolling stock and infrastructure 
of the railways of Colonel Stephens are now available. Drawn by the Societyôs 
chairman, these famous scale drawings may be ordered by post.  They are printed 
on A3 paper.  They cost just 80p each for 1-5 drawings.  They will be dispatched 
rolled in a cardboard tube.  Post & packing cost Ã3.20 for up to 20 drawings.  Over 
that please contact the Sales Officer.  A list of the drawings appears on our website 
(together with images) and in Colonel 104 p11. 
Car Stickers Proclaim your membership of the Society by displaying one of our 
elegant car stickers, Ã2.10p each including p&p.  Visit our website to see a colour 
image of the sticker. 
Badges Chic Colonel Stephens Society badges are just Ã4.80 including postage.  
Visit our website to see a colour image of the badge. 
The Colonelôs Guide, over 80 pages of sources of books, magazine articles, mod-
els, videos and films of the Colonelôs railways, available at Ã3.30, including p&p. 
Biography of Colonel Stephens Colonel Stephens - a Celebration: we have a    
limited supply of this excellent booklet at Ã4.15 each, including UK p&p.  
Cheques  In all cases please make out cheques to ñThe Colonel Stephens Societyò. 

Website: Visit our constantly updated website 
www.colonelstephenssociety.co.uk 

Printed by Stephen Austin & Sons Limited, Caxton Hill, Hertford SG13 8LU 
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Well yet another issueôs deadline has arrived 
and its time to wish you all Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.   

Hopefully Iôve put together an interesting 
issue to entertain you all!  Just when we 
thought after 30 years that we knew all we 
were going to find out about the Colonel, we 
received an article on his plans for a Light 
Railway in Ireland!  It was thwarted by the 

First World War and the subsequent 

ñTroublesò.   

We continue the 30th anniversary theme with 
an article about the committee and name a few 
long-serving members.  Howard Carey pro-

vides some more fascinating insights into the 
carriages and wagons of the Weston, Clevedon 
and Portishead Railway.  There is a newspaper 
report on the abandoned Shropshire and Mont-

gomery Railway from the 1890s.  We also 
have a history and update on the Ryde Pier 
Drewry tramcar project supported by the Soci-
ety.  Iôve published, in vignette form, all the 
known civilian photographs of the Colonel that 
the museum possesses, of which there are sur-
prisingly few.   ñBlasts from the Pastò summa-
rises two fascinating articles from ancient 

ñRailway Worldsò.  The first is about the fasci-
nating Torrington and Marland industrial line, 
preceding and later feeding the ND&CJR.  The 
second article has some stories from the 
wartime Shropshire and Montgomeryshire 

Railway.   

All this plus our usual features of News and 
Events, Society News, Book Reviews, Press 
Digest, Letters and Modelling Notes (with a 
photo of the new Dapol O gauge Terrier in 

K&ESR blue livery).   

A few small items have had to be held over 
to the next issue, and Iôve a bit of copy in 
hand, but Iôm always pleased to receive new 

articles, photos or letters/emails.   

I hope there is plenty of interest for you all, 

and there is enough to tempt all those 
whoôve not renewed yet to fill in their re-

newal slip! 

THE COLONEL  121 

Editorial   

CONTENTS 
 

News & Events                         Page 4 
Society News                            Page 8 
The Ex-LSWR Coaches of the 
WC&PR                                      Page10 
A Note on WC&PR Coach and 
Wagon Liveries                      Page 11  
A Deserted Railway on the Welsh 
Border                                      Page 12                                     
Ryde Pier Tram Project       Page 12                               
Modelling Notes                     Page 15  
Centre Colour Photos          Page 16  
30 Years of the Colonel       Page 18                 
Photographs of the Colonel  

 Page 19                      
Colonel Stephens in Ireland  

 Page 23                
Book Reviews                         Page 24 
Press Digest                           Page 25 
Dispatches                              Page 26 

Blasts from the Past             Page 27  
Society Officers                     Page 31  

Front cover: Retired local TV presenter 
Richard Wyatt, who lives in Worle, un-
veiled the latest plaque erected by the 
WC&P Railway Group at the site of 
Worle WC&PR station on 21st October.  
After unveiling the new plaque our photo 
shows Richard Wyatt interviewing two 
former railway passengersð Fred Par-
sons and Richardôs mother.   See News & 
Events section and back cover. [Photoð
Paul Gregory] 
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Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Rlys 

Recent issues of Inside Motion celebrated the 
60th anniversary of the FR reopening by 

ñPrinceò with one coach and a van in 1955 
with photos of ñPrinceò double-heading 
ñTaliesinò on 10 coaches on 3rd August.  The 
concrete floor has been poured in the shell of 
the new Minffordd workshop and steelwork is 
being erected for the wagon storage shed.  The 
FR has 220 vintage wagons of which 60 are 
operational.  All will be housed in the new 

shed.  Plans for the winter maintenance pro-
gramme are given.  More volunteers to assist 
would be very welcome.  Statesman Rail are 
looking for extra stewards on their charter 
trains-apply to operations@statesmanrail.com 
or phone 03453 102458, but the days are very 
long!  Saloon 117 is nearing completion and 
there are aerial photos of the WHR.  Plans are 

given to improve vehicle access to Boston 
Lodge.  Kids training week, with 35 kids and 
nearly that number of supporting adults, did a 
wide variety of tasks-painting offices and lo-
cos, dismantling sheds, and preparing two 
locos for boiler inspection, then firing one up 
for use during the social evening.  Perhaps the 
most tedious but financially valuable job was 

cleaning up about 1500 yellow Ruabon bricks 
from a long demolished building.  These are 
much in demand and fetch about Ã3 each!  The 
Society is also promoting a Sainsbury shop-
ping card which pays 4% to the Society.  
There are also of course Santa trains on both 
the FR and WHR running on 12th, 13th, 19th 
and 20th December.  Revised plans for Caer-
narfon station have been revealed.  However 

Ã2 millions of funding is required.  Work 

could start next year if the money is found.  

 Golden Valley Railway 

Two surplus Ffestiniog coaches have been 

sold to the Golden Valley Railway to supple-
ment their newly restored Ashover coach No. 
4.  The first coach, 119, arrived recently.  The 

Ffestiniog wants to retain the bogies for 
future use.  The coach has now been mount-
ed on accommodation bogies until a pair of 
Polish narrow gauge bogies are restored for 

it.  Various other modifications are to be 
made.  Coach 117 will arrive next year.  
Both FR coaches have been replaced by 

new saloon coaches with the same numbers.   

The Golden Valley Railway runs through 

the country park at the Midland Railway 
Centre at Butterley in Derbyshire.  It runs at 

weekends in the summer.   

North London Brake Coach now at the 

Ribble Steam Railway 

The body of the sole surviving North Lon-
don Birdcage Brake Coach, that resided in 
the open at Appleby for many years, is now 
under cover.  It is stored in the Furness 
Railway Trustôs new shed at the Ribble 
Steam Railway.  This railway runs from 

near the  Marina (formerly Preston Docks) 
and along by the river for about a mile and 
a half.  The FRT also have the body of a 
NLR first class coach in the shed too.  This 
was fitted with double doors for wheelchair 
access when it was  part of a First World 
War Ambulance train.  Both bodies are 
being dried out prior to beginning a long-

term restoration project.  The Trust already 
have a restored NLR second class coach 
and also the body of a fourth NLR second 

class coach in store in the Blackpool area.   

The Ribble Railway is rather fun with three 
coach trains pulled by industrial locos such 

as exïPreston Docks Bagnalls.  They also 
occasionally use one of the ex-German 4-
wheel railcars.  They have an interesting 
museum with many industrial locos and a 
busy workshop with public access to a 
viewing area.  Unusually they handle sever-
al trains of 14 large bitumen tank wagons a 
week.  These come from the big railway, 

and are divided up into four wagon lots to 

THE COLONEL  121 

NEWS & EVENTS 
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be unloaded in a private siding.  The line is 
located on the west side of Preston, north of 
the Ribble, just south of the main road out to 
Blackpool.  There are brown signs but these 

disappear, so finding them at Chain Caul 
Road, Riverside, PR2 2XL is a bit tricky.  Go 
past the bitumen road tanker storage park and 
a caravan sales place.  All their sheds are 
modern white metal sheeted ones and so are 
not obvious even when you get to the site.  
They were very helpful and friendly with a 
caf® and on-train buffet car too.  The interest-

ing line crosses a couple of roads by level 
crossings and runs over the lift bridge at the 
entrance to the Marina before a scenic stretch 

by the river. 

Kerr Stuart 4415 

The pioneer British diesel loco that spent 
several months on the Ffestiniog and Welsh 
Highland in the 1920s is now at Boston 
Lodge.  Springs have been sent off for refur-
bishment/replacement and the frames are to 
be grit-blasted.  The overall condition is bet-

ter than expected as the wheel bearings are in 
good condition and there is plenty of life in 
the tyres.  Restoration costs are estimated at 
Ã54,000 using volunteer labour, of which 
Ã40,000 has been secured so far.  Efforts to 

raise the remainder continue .    

K&ESR Cavell Van Visits Norwich 

The K&ESR Cavell Van has been on exhibi-
tion at Norwich, from 9th-17th October.  Our 
own Ross Shimmon helped staff it for two 
days.  The Cavell Van is so-called because it 
was used to carry the body of Norfolk nurse 
Edith Cavell from Dover to Victoria, to be 

conveyed to Westminster Abbey for a ser-
vice.  The coffin was then taken to Liverpool 
Street for Norwich where she is buried out-
side the cathedral.  Nurse Cavell had been 
working in Brussels before WW1 broke out. 
Unlike many British nurses there, she elected 
to stay in Belgium.  Her hospital became a 
Red Cross institution.  Edith Cavell is be-

lieved to have helped 200 Allied soldiers 

escape German occupied Belgium until she 
was arrested in August 1915.  She was tried 
and found guilty.  She was executed by firing 

squad on 12th October. 

The Cavell Van was also used  later in a simi-
lar way to convey the body of Captain Fryatt, 
a Great Eastern Railway ferry skipper execut-
ed by the Germans, and the body of the Un-

known Warrior to London. 

The van is normally stored at Bodiam station 
where it is open to the public.  It contains a 
replica coffin and interpretation boards out-

lining the story of the three individuals.  

National TV news covered the event itself. 

K&ESR Operations 

Earlier in the year the two Terriers in BR 

black livery operated services, with a bit of 
double heading.  The main reason was the 
delay in returning the DMU to service.  They 
have also been allowed heavier trains result-
ing in vintage coaches running with Mark 1s, 
a real Stephensô mixture.  As well as 32670, 
the former K&ESR Bodiam (now near the 
end of its boiler ticket), there was 32678.  
This also has a long association with the line, 

being hired in from the Southern for stints in 
the 30s and 40s and regularly working over 
the line in the 50s.  In fact it worked the last 

regular passenger train over the line in 1954. 

In high summer the services were mainly run 

by the Norwegian 2-6-0 and the hired-in 
GWR pannier 5786, running as London 
Transport L92, the guise in which it was 
withdrawn.  With the railway also hosting 
several ex-GWR locos- light pannier 1638,   
0-6-2Ts 5668 and 6619, 2-8-0T 4253 and 
railcar 20, the wags have suggested renaming 
Rolvenden shed as Swindon East and the line 

as the ñKent & Great Western Railwayò. 

The new carriage shed at Rolvenden has its 
first incumbents after Manning Wardle Char-
welton hauled in the LNWR Inspection Sa-
loon, the Golden Arrow Pullman Kitchen 
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First and the SR Maunsell Nondescript Brake 
Open, all awaiting restoration.  It is to be 
called Rolvenden Riverside Carriage Shed to 
avoid confusion with the loco shed.  (Ross 

Shimmon)   

Proposed Devon Narrow Gauge  

The society received the following email:- 
ñWe are in the process of forming the North 

Devon Narrow Gauge Railway to run from 
Petrockstow to Meeth on the trackbed of the 
former ND&CJR. This idea is only at the 
formative stage and we consider that numer-
ous societies along the route could contribute 
toward this being an umbrella movement that 
could benefit all relevant parties. It is envis-
aged that a comprehensive advertising bro-

chure would combine and further everyoneôs 
interests, and be of promotional benefit to 

illustrate the qualities of all. 

We would welcome in the first instance your 
comments on the proposal and in due course 

your support.ò 

David Stiff 

David Powell replied on behalf of the Socie-
ty:- ñThe Colonel Stephens Society certainly 

wish you well.  However, at this stage our 
support will have to be limited to promoting 
news of your endeavours through our quar-

terly journal.ò 

News from the East Kent Railway 

The Autumn East Kent Railway News in-
cludes the opening of the new car park on 
18th July, and cosmetic restoration of St. 
Dunstan to return it to the condition in which 
it ran at Betteshanger colliery.  A JCB has 
begun clearing the route for the new access 

line to the engine shed, and a second-hand 
building has been erected to become the new 
caf®.  The building came in five sections, 
with two extendable lorries carrying two 
sections each and a third with one section and 
a crane.  The two-section lorries were too 
long to access the site and the crane lorry had 

to unload its section, and then unload one 
section off the other lorries, enabling their 
trailers to be shortened sufficiently to access 
the site.  Unfortunately heavy rain began, and 

the crane truck became bogged-down.  It was 
eventually towed out by one of the other 
trucks after a hardcore track was laid under 
the wheels.   Concrete slabs were then used to 
build a temporary access road, enabling the 
final sections to be unloaded and bolted to-
gether.  Darkness was falling by this time.  
The roof has to be repaired, a toilet removed,  

a new kitchen fitted, new floor covering laid, 
the building re-wired and then re-decorated.  
Hopefully this will be completed over the 
winter.  Easter weekend will feature Ã1 return 
trips from Saturday 26th March to Monday 
28th.  Extra volunteers are badly needed for 
all the projects.  The trolleybus ñBarneyò has 
had more windows and two front offside 

panels refitted.  The electric lighting down-
stairs is now operational.  It is aimed to refit 

all the windows during the autumn.  

The Rother Valley Railway 

The autumn 2015 Phoenix reports that the 
planning application for the extension of the 
line to join with the KESR is still deferred.  
There has been a last-minute query by one of 
the Councils involved that requires further 

thought. 

Work has begun on the new two-road engine 
shed at Robertsbridge between the main line 
and the connection to the RVR station.  Work 
also continues on painting the railings, gar-
dening and restoring the rolling stock. A new 
Isuzu road/rail pick-up truck has been pur-
chased and fitted to spray weedkiller.  There 

is an appeal for an event organiser to organise 

fund-raising events.  

The Lynton & Barnstaple Railway 

Mark Bladwell reports that the doors partly 
financed by the Society after our visit to 
Chelfham station in May have now been 
delivered and fitted, see the L&B Society 

website under ñNews for Septemberò.  
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A New WC&PR Interpretation Board  

The WC&P Railway Group have erected a 
new interpretation board at the site of Worle 
station [on the outskirts of Weston] which is 
now part of a footpath.  The board was un-
veiled on 21st October by retired local TV 
presenter Richard Wyatt who lives in Worle.  
There was a very good turnout for the event 
considering the wet and windy weather.  It 

was also a privilege to have two people pre-
sent who could remember travelling on the 
WC&P, Fred Parsons from Wick St. Law-
rence and Richardôs mother. The board was 
funded jointly by the WC&P Railway Group 

and Worle History Society. See cover photos. 

Shrewsbury Railway Heritage Trust  

Abbey Lines, their newsletter, reports the 
election of a new committee and completion 
of the restoration of the former ñPottsò station 
buildings at Shrewsbury Abbey station.  The 

discovery of a quarry wagon chassis at Gran-
hamôs Moor Quarry is reported.  The quarry 
was connected to the Snailbeach Railway.  
The early wooden-framed side-tipping wagon 
chassis appears to be the same 2ft 4in gauge 
as the Snailbeach Railway.  There are reports 
on a steam special through Shrewsbury, news 
from local preserved railways, and a railway 

walk around Shrewsbury.  It is now 50 years 
since the last ñManorò class locos were with-
drawn from Shrewsbury shed.  An article 
recalls their last days, and their subsequent 
fate.  Several went to Barry scrapyard and are 

now restored.   

New Bishopôs Castle Railway Plaques  

The Bishopôs Castle Railway Society (the line 
even Stephens turned down) have set up two 
plaques to commemorate the 150th anniver-
sary of the line opening on 24th October 

1865.  Of course it was shut down very soon 
afterwards by the Board of Trade as the BCR 
hadnôt wished to bother them by requesting 
an inspection.  One plaque is located near the 
ticket machine at Craven Arms Station and 
one is placed on the side of the former gas-

works retort house at Bishopôs Castle.  This is 
near the station site which is now a large 
wood yard. The plaques were unveiled by 
local dignitaries on 24th October 2015, the 

Craven Arms one in the morning.  Then a 
special lunch was held at the Castle Hotel, 
Bishopôs Castle (where the directors held a 
banquet for 300 in 1865).  Later the Lady 
Mayor of Bishopôs Castle unveiled the second 

plaque.  The rain stopped on both occasions! 

The original opening celebrations were in the 
full Victorian tradition with evergreen arches, 
banners, parades, fireworks and bands.  There 
was a meal of roast beef, beer and plum pud-
ding for the navvies.  People came from miles 
around to see the event.  As the local paper 
said it was the next best thing to a public 

hanging!  

The line didnôt quite reach its 70th birthday, 
shutting in early 1935.  Thus now it has been 

shut for over 80 years.  See photo on page 17.  

1948 Aerial View of Llanymynech  

Tom Burnham found this view of the former 
S&MR terminus on the ñBritain from the Airò 
website.  See  http://
www.britainfromabove.org.uk/image/

eaw012745 

Gwendraeth Valley Fairlie Appeal 

The GV Society are trying to raise Ã20,000 
urgently to salvage the four boilers used as a 
culvert at Burry Port, belonging to BP&GVR 
locos, when these are replaced by Welsh Wa-

ter in the next few months.  Two belong to the 
first Fairlie double-boiler loco Pioneer that 
was used on the railway from 1869, and later 
renamed Mountaineer.  The line was convert-
ed from a canal in 1866.  One of the other 
boilers might be from the Hughes loco used 
by the contractor.  Cheques payable to Gwen-
draeth Railway Society Pioneer Fairlie Ap-

peal, 2 Bridge St. Kidwelly, Carmarthenshire, 

SA17 4UU.  

THE COLONEL  121 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

Membership Renewal   

A big "thank you" to members who have re-
newed promptly, this helps your Society keep 
costs down, saving on wasted postage for re-

minders, etc. which in turn helps maintain the 
subs level. Those who have renewed their 
membership will find their membership cards 
enclosed, and those who haven't will find an-
other renewal notice to remind them! Those 
who don't renew will find that this is the last 

Colonel they will receive!  

If your contact details have not changed, you 
may care to renew by Bank Transfer (BACS). 
The Society account details are :- 
Lloyds Bank, Tregaron 
Account Name: The Colonel Stephens Society 
Sort Code : 30-94-85 
A/C No: 00287489 

Please ensure you include your name 

and membership number as the 

óORIGINATORS REFERENCEô, as this 
will be the only way we can tell that you have 
renewed!  We need both name and number as 

several members share common surnames so 

we know which one has renewed.  

(Keith Patrick) 

Nigel Bird addedðFor members renewing by 
chequeðmy local branch of Lloyds Bank 
(Tregaron) has cut opening hours and changed 
days of opening, this has meant I am unable to 
access the branch as often as I used to, there-
fore be aware that it may take longer than nor-

mal for your cheque to be banked.  

2016 AGM.   

This will be at Leighton Buzzard Narrow 
Gauge Railway on Saturday 21st May 2016.  

Final details will be included in the next issue.    

2015 Christmas Cards 

Still time to buy the 2015 Society Christmas 
Card shown on the centre pages of the last 
issue.  It shows Hesperus and an ñAmericanò 
coach on the Weston, Clevedon & Portishead 

Rlwy.  Cards are Ã5 per pack of five plus Ã2.40 
postage regardless of how many packs are 
ordered.  Cheques made out to ñThe Colonel 
Stephens Societyò please.  The cards are avail-
able from Alan and Mary Garner, Avalon, 
Deansway, Chippenham, Wilts., SN15 1QY.  

Email  a.f.garner@btinternet.com  

Our Sales Officer, Kerry Baylis, details on 
page 2, still has 1 pack of five and three loose 
Selsey Lift Bridge Christmas cards and several 
packs of last yearôs Christmas Cards of five 
varied K&ESR subjects.  These are available at 
the bargain price of Ã4 per pack including post-

age.  Cheques made out to ñThe Colonel Ste-

phens Societyò please. 

New Members Needed 

With consecutive membership numbers now 
hovering just below the 1000 figure, the Mem-
bership Secretary is particularly anxious to 
enrol the new member with that number, so to 

nudge you members, the Committee has come 
up with the following offer ééé The mem-
ber who introduces member number 1000, will 
get their next years membership free! This is in 
addition to the new member 1000 getting a free 
yearôs membership (which will be advertised 
in railway and railway modelling magazines 

separately). 

The introducing member will be responsible 
for ensuring that the Membership Sec. is aware 
of the introduction and accompanied by their 
membership number, and membership applica-
tions will be dealt with strictly in date order of 

receipt.  Should more than one application be 
received on the same day to which this number 
could be allocated, then the Membership Sec. 
will arrange for an independent draw to take 

place.  (Keith Patrick) 
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The Ex-LSWR Coaches of the WC&PR  

By Howard Carey (Son of WC&P Guard)  

The exï LSWR (London & South Western 
Rlwy. and from 1923 part of the Southern Rail-
way) three coach set arrived on the line in 1924, 
via the Portishead connection.  [The oldest  

coach was built in 1869 and the newest in about 
1879-84, see Col. Stephens Museum ñThoughts 
on WC&P CoachesòðBrian Janes.] The brake 
composite, No. 15 was at the Weston end.  The 
set was close coupled between the coaches, 

with shortened buffers on one coach bearing 
upon a rubbing plate on the adjacent coach.  
The set had conventional buffers on the outer 
coach ends.  The Colonel instructed the WC&P 

staff to put a large window in the end of the 
guardôs brake compartment.  Both second No. 
16 and the saloon second No. 17 had doors 
locked out of use without access steps. All seats 
were upholstered.  The seconds were in a black 
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and red moquette while the firsts were in a blue 
patterned cloth.  These coaches, like the ex-
Metropolitan coaches (see Colonels 108 and 
109, Ed), had connecting end doors on one side 

between coaches through which only the guard 
could pass.  15 and 17 had centre gangways 
and central saloon compartments while 16 had 
a side corridor with each compartment separat-
ed by a partition, but the compartments were 

open to the corridor. 

The set ran like this until late 1928, when, on 
Colonel Stephenôs instructions, they were 
turned on the GWR turntable at Portishead.  
No. 15 was now at the Portishead end.  They 

ran this way until closure on 18th May 1940.   

In 1936  the middle coach No. 16 was taken 
out as it was in need of urgent repairs.  For a 
while No. 15 and No. 17 ran as a twin-set.  
There is a photo of them behind Clevedon run-
ning past the loop at Wick St. Lawrence in my 

collection.   Later No. 16 was reinstated and 
the set had electric lighting fitted, which 
worked off a dynamo driven by a leather belt 
off one of No. 15ôs axles.  There were no bat-
tery boxes under the coach, but I do remember 
two seats boxed in front and side of the 
Guardôs compartment.  One or both must have 
contained the wet cell batteries as the lights 

stayed on when the train was stopped.  These 
coaches also had steam heating and provided a 
comfortable ride at the speeds used on the 

WC&P. 

The coaches were always kept clean and tidy 
throughout, but the paintwork on the sides was 
quite dull compared to the finish on the Met 
coaches.  They had yellow lettering along the 
waistbandðNo. 15 etc. plus WC&PR.  They 

were originally painted green but later were 
repainted a darkish reddish brown. (Mr Selwyn 
Higgins in Colonel 114 said they were painted 
a rather pleasant dark chocolate brown but 
perhaps he meant a dark drinking chocolate 
brown? However the red colour in traditional 
maroon fades with age to a brown colour. Ed)  

The two outer coach ends of the set were paint-
ed post office red which weathered to a dark 
pink.  The inner ends of the coaches were 
black.  A start was made to repaint the roofs of 
the coaches in 1939.  There were two white 
roofs and one which was half white and half 
black.  A couple of months later the job was 

completed when some more paint was pur-

chased!  

These coaches also ended up in the Shriv-
enham and Watchfield areas as tailor shops for 

the military, as did the Met coaches. H. Carey 

The LSWR set at Clevedon on 13th July 1935. 
(SW Baker) 


