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THE COLONELðS STORES 
Subscriptions The Colonel is distributed to members of the Colonel Ste-
phens Society only.  Membership of the Society costs Ã10 annually in the 
UK.  Joint membership for two people, one Colonel, same address, is Ã12. 
Overseas membership is Ã15.  Applications to our Membership Secretary 
(address on p.31). 
The following items are available from our Sales Officer, Kerry Baylis,          
10  Cedar Court, Farrand Road, Hedon, East Riding of Yorkshire, 
HU12 8XL   01482 897645   Email: kerry@thetrackside.karoo.co.uk 
 

Back numbers of The Colonel  from 2 to the latest issue are all in stock.  
Price to members for up to 20 issues is Ã1.70 per issue, including UK post-
age.  Orders above 20 at cost after contacting the Sales Officer.  Excess 
postage for overseas orders will be charged at cost.  Issue 1 was a single 
sheet.  It can be supplied on request free of charge with any other order, or 
separately on receipt of an A5-size stamped addressed envelope.  
An Up to Date Index is available on our website (see below). 
DVDs containing 39 rare Shropshire & Montgomeryshire Railway pho-
tographs, mostly of locomotives, from the WD Detachment photograph 
album, provided by Mike Christensen, author of  The SMLR under Military 
Control.  Book and DVD were reviewed in Colonel 104.  This superb DVD 
is available at the bargain price of Ã3.10 including p&p. 
Drawings 48 drawings of a variety of locomotives, rolling stock and infra-
structure of the railways of Colonel Stephens are now available. Drawn by 
the Societyôs past chairman, these famous scale drawings may be ordered 
by post.  They are printed on A3 paper.  They cost just 80p each for 1-5 
drawings.  They will be dispatched rolled in a cardboard tube.  Post & pack-
ing cost Ã3.30 for up to 20 drawings.  Over that please contact the Sales 
Officer.  A list of the drawings appears on our website (together with imag-
es) and in Colonel 104 p11. 
Badges Chic Colonel Stephens Society badges are just Ã4.90 including 
postage.  Visit our website to see a colour image of the badge. 
Cheques  In all cases please make out cheques to ñThe Colonel Stephen 
Societyò. 

Discussion Group: Enrol for the Colonel Stephens e-Discussion Group by 
opening a Yahoo account with a user name and password. After logging on 
to the Yahoo Groups.com link (not .co.uk), log on with same details if 
asked, search for ñColonelHFStephensò and follow the prompts to register. 

Facebook:  Visit our Facebook page.  The group can be found at - 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/512212695656054/  

Website: Visit our constantly updated website 
www.colonelstephenssociety.co.uk 
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Membership Renewalï Donôt Forget! 

   Colour Photosï Iôm always looking out 
for historic colour photos of the lines and 
nice ones of more recent times for our 
colour pages so please send me a few! 

I hope you enjoy this issue which I think 
has a good selection of items about the 
Colonelôs lines and model railways based 
on them.  For instance there are some in-
teresting details about Mr. Jack and the 
Welsh Highland Railway extracted from 
the Ffestiniog Railway Heritage Group 
Journal on page 23.  Also there is up to 
date news about the preserved lines and an 
outline programme for next years AGM in 
Norfolk.  Donôt forget to send the en-
closed flier to Keith Patrick if you are 

interested in attending to give us some 
ideas of likely numbers. 

Your editor intends to take advantage of 
Arriva Trains Wales Ã25 off-peak Club 55 
return tickets to any of their stations in the 
February half ïterm to visit Tywyn to 
travel on the Talyllyn by the 11.30 from 
Shrewsbury and arriving back at Shrews-
bury at 19.18.  Tickets can be booked 
from any UK station, on-line or by phone 
and most of the rail companies (but not 
Virgin) offer a modest surcharge for a 
ticket to connect with Arriva Trains 
Wales services.  Returns are valid for a 
month plus certain other restrictions.  If 
anybody wants to join me please get in 
contact and weôll sort out a date. 
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Front cover:  Terrier 32670, the former 
K&ESR No. 3 ñBodiamò, heads the last 
special passenger train on the K&ESR to 
Tenterden from Robertsbridge before 
British Railways shut the line.  Terrier 
32662 (preserved at Bressingham) is at 
the rear of the seven coach train.  The 
LCGB South Eastern Limited ran on 11th 
June 1961.  See letter on pages 29 and 30.  
Tenterden to Headcorn had shut in 1954 
when regular passenger services were 
withdrawn so the train reversed at Ten-
terden returning with 32662 leading 
chimney first. Photo by A J Wills from the 
Colonel Stephensôs Railway Museum 
collection.  32670 is of course still work-
ing on the K&ESR at present . 

The East Kent  
Railway 

 
 
 
Ride the Colliery Line from  
Shepherdswell to Eythorne 
Booking office: 01304 832042 
www.eastkentrailway.com 
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NEWS & EVENTS 
Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Rlys 

The August  and October ñInside Motionsò fea-
tures ñBig Train Meets Little Trainò a new free 
guide to the little trains of Wales featuring bus 
and train connections.  It is available as a down-
load from the web, see http://
bigtrainlittletrain.com/  , or in paper form from 
tourist information or railway information dis-
plays. 

The new chairman of ñNorth Wales Tourismò is 
the F&WHR commercial manager Clare Britton.  
At Boston Lodge the steel work for the new 
carriage shed has been erected.  FR Santa trains 
will run to Beddgelert this year while track work 
is underway on the Cob, at Boston Lodge, Tany-
grisiau level crossing, Penrhyn and at Tan y 
Bwlch.  WHR Christmas trains will run from 
Dinas as work is starting on the new Caernarfon 
station which will be shut until the start of the 
2017 season. Winter works will run from 10th 
October to 24th March.  The railway now has a 
1999 vintage ex-London single deck bus for use 
at special events for such jobs as bar or tempo-
rary ticket office.  

The new FR ñSuper Saloonò coach number 118 
made it to Southport Flower Show after a big 
effort by the carriage shop team to complete it in 
time.  The Hunslet diesel ñBillò from Shotton 
steelworks has been re-gauged to two foot and 
refurbished to enable it to become the Dinas 
shunter. Double Fairlie ñMerddin Emrysò is 
being painted to be ready for the Victorian 
Weekend while ñWelsh Ponyò is being fitted 
with an inner firebox.  Next yearôs ñQuirks and 
Curiosities IIò event has already attracted a 1885 
Decauville, a 1920s Muir Hill internal combus-
tion  loco and a 7.5ò gauge version of ñTaliesinò.  
More locos will be announced later. 

ñYoung Volunteersò training week (the partici-
pants do not like the term ñkidsò) will run as 
usual at the end of July to early August.  There 
is also plenty of volunteer work at  Boston 
Lodge over winter.  For instance a volunteer is 
needed to strip old paint from signs and prepare 
them to be repainted by the sign-writers.  

On 8th September the Hon Sir William McAl-
pine unveiled a blue plaque on St. Michaelôs 
House, Tyndalls Park Road, Clifton, Bristol. 
This is where the inaugural meeting of 13 people 
was held in 1951 that resulted in the preserva-
tion of the FR.  Two of the 13 were presentð
Vic Mitchell, a former FR director and publish-
er, and John Bate, still working on the Talyllyn 
Railway.  Also attending was the widow of the 
late Leonard Heath Humphries, the 17 year old 
who called the meeting.  

The Landmark Trust have raised Ã400,000 to 
restore Coed y Bleiddiau cottage which is beside 
the railway for use as a holiday cottage to sleep 
four.  Three local artists were showing their 
work at Minffordd station in September.  Ffes-
tiniog Travel are running a railtour to South 
Africa for 16 days commencing March 30th at 
Ã4,000 per person.  Finally an old copy of ñThe 
Childrenôs Newspaperò turned up from 1964 
with an article on the FR.  There was also an 
explanation of how Parliament works and advice 
on dealing with snakes (two separate articles). 

Events are:-  10, 11, 17, 18, 22, 23 Dec WHR 
Santa trains and 10, 11, 17, 18, 22 Dec FR Santa 
Trains.  

The Weston, Clevedon and Portishead Rail-
way Group 

As the Colonel Stephens Society isnôt producing 
a Christmas card this year members might be 
interested in the ñClevedon All Saints in Winterò 
card (See photo on page 17) being produced by 
the WC&PR group.  The card is blank inside so 
can be used for other purposes.   Cards are Ã1.50 
each plus Ã1.50 postage for up to ten.  They can 
be ordered via the web or from the  W C & P 
Group C/O 107 Jubilee Crescent, Mangotsfield, 
Bristol, BS16 9BD.  

East Kent Railway 

The autumn EKR News reports that the 205 
DEMU has been fitted with a refreshments bar.  
A new brake first coach and a driving trailer are 
expected to arrive soon.  Dana Wiffen has writ-
ten a short article on the Colonel Stephens Soci-
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ety.  Another article tells the story of the resto-
ration of the former Southern GUV bogie van 
now used as the caf® at Eythorne.  Improve-
ments at Shepherdswell are also featured.  

 Restoration of the trolleybus continues to pro-
gress.  The lower panels of the bodywork have 
had their framework renewed, and items like 
the chassis and the trolley poles have been de-
rusted and painted.  

Kent & East Sussex Railway 

September passenger numbers have held up 
well with a total of 10,205 visitors representing 
2% down on budget but 17% up on September 
2015. Cumulatively for 2016 this represents 
14% down against budget but only 1% up on 
2015.  Sales of Santa special tickets have been 
going well however. 

Both ñTerriersò have been in regular use.  
32670 had its boiler ticket extended for twelve 
months.  The ñTerrier Trustò is converting itself 
from a registered charity into a charitable incor-
porated organisation. 

Santa Specials will be running 3/4th, 10/11th, 
17/18th, 22/23/24th December 2016.   In previ-
ous years, customers have been able to pur-
chase individual seats within side corridor com-
partment carriages, but as part of the enhanced 
offer this year they are selling whole compart-
ments only in both standard class and first class. 
In selling the entire compartment they have 
been able to increase the yield whilst reducing 
costs, as the customers pay for the whole com-
partment even if there are fewer passengers in 
their party than the compartments can accom-
modate! K&ESR Volunteer Newsletter cour-
tesy of Ross Shimmon 

 Rother Valley Railway 

The planning application for the extension to 
join the KESR has been delayed by the Envi-
ronment Agency requiring extra modelling of 
flood situations.  It is now hoped that if they are 
happy with the results, a decision on the appli-
cation could be made before the next issue of 
the Colonel appears.    

 See the centre pages for colour photos of pro-
gress at Robertsbridge.  The disused water 

The Railway Museum of the Year with  

a nice light railway attached  

Next time you travel on the K&ESR, leave time to visit 

 the Colonel Stephens Railway Museum 
 

ǒ Get up close and personal with the smallest standard gauge loco  

ǒ Study the many artefacts of the Colonelõs lines 

ǒ Examine the latest exhibits on the light railway in war time, workshop 

activities, the Colonelõs collection of railway passes 

ǒ Improved exhibits include the Ashover display  

¶ Admission Free  

¶ Open from 12.30 to 4.30 on days when the K&ESR is running until  
2nd November, visit www.kesr.org  

  
Awarded ôMuseum of the Yearõ by Heritage Railway magazine 

 
Tenterden Town Station, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HE  

www.hfstephens -museum.org.uk  
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 crane recovered from the K&ESRôs Wittersham 
Road station is being refurbished for use at the 
RVR station and has now been installed.  This 
originally came from the Shrewsbury Abbey 
station of the Shropshire and Montgomeryshire 
Railway.  A water tank will be erected also. 

The road/rail vehicle has been used to spray the 
track with weedkiller, the weeds having begun 
to take hold.  This has been so successful that 
the RVR have used it to spray all the Bluebell 
railway, bringing in some useful extra in-
come.  

Network Rail contractors relocated the pow-
er cable under the old worn out track in the 
main stationôs bay platform.  This relocation 
enabled the track to be renewed.  After grad-
ing work, the ballast bed was laid on the usual 
membrane layer, followed by track pan-
els and ballasting. A new modern pattern 
buffer stop has been included too.  A tamper 
became the first rail vehicle to use the con-
nection to the RVR since 1970.  When com-
plete the connection can be used by Network 
Rail to move vehicles onto the RVR for train-
ing purposes. 

Itôs not expected that the bay platform at Rob-
ertsbridge will be used by passengers any time 
soon.  For one thing, itôs quite narrow and 
mainline trains whizz through the other plat-
form face at speeds of up to 90mph.  For anoth-
er, there is quite a gap between the platform 
edge and the new track.  The headshunt to the 
north which provides access is currently 
too short to allow much of a train to enter the 
platform.  The siding last saw regular passenger 
trains in 1954, when services to Tenterden 
ceased.  

Other work has involved adding a back wall to 
part of the RVR platform, improving wheel-
chair access to the platforms, laying a sewer 
pipe from the station building site, building an 
embankment for the new engine shed 
headshunt, refurbishment of various items of 
rolling stock and repainting of the loading bay 
and contractorôs store by volunteers.  The gar-
den beds are coming along well and all the 
work has much improved the station ambience.  
The planning application for the re-sited engine 

shed has now been granted.  The new site will 
provide more space and not require an expen-
sive piled foundation. 

There are reports on the upgrade of the A21, 
Thameslink remodelling of London Bridge 
station. a visit to Pendon Model railway near 
Didcot, progress on restoring the ex GWR 2-8-
0T No. 4253 and an article on ñTerrierò 32670. 

 Colonel Stephens Museum News 

Laurie Cooksey is hold-
ing what we think is the 
last remaining remnant of 
any of  the Colonel's 
railmotors.  It's from the 
SMR's Wolseley-
Siddeley.  It was rescued 
by Jon Clarke from an 
abortive preservation 
project.  He donated it to 
the CS Museum.  It's 
going to be featured in a 
new display of railmotors 
which will be ready when 
the Museum re-opens 

when the running season starts in 2017. 

There are now five times more visitors to the 
museum thanks to free admission and better 
publicity.  Total museum income has increased  
from increased donations and book sales.  Mag-
azine sales have almost died.   

As well as the acquisitions reported in the 
ñColonelò the museum has acquired a scale 
working model of a signal box lever frame and 
a model of Stephenson valve gear once at Ash-
ford Works.  It has also been given an 
ñAccucraftò 16mm scale Baldwin 4-6-0 (as 
used on the Snailbeach, Welsh Highland and 
Ashover railways) by the manufacturer.  A 
platform ticket machine has also been installed 
which delivers tickets for 50p.  Some exhibits 
now have a smart phone tag that will give the 
user extra information using their  phone.  
Work has commenced to build a shelter for 
Colin Shuttôs railcar when it arrives.  Volun-
teers to help with the museum are declining in 
number basically due to age so more would be 
useful.  Ross Shimmon and Brian Janes 
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Membership Renewal   About 80 members 
have yet to renew their membership.  If you 
haven't renewed yet you will not have your 
membership card enclosed and should have a 
renewal reminder or see membership details on 
page two.  If you donôt renew this will be your 
last issue of the Colonel.  Please send your 
cheque with your membership number and ad-
dress.  If your contact details have not changed, 
you may care to renew by Bank Transfer 

(BACS).  The Society account details are:- 
Lloyds Bank, Tregaron 
Account Name: The Colonel Stephens Society 
Sort Code : 30-94-85 
A/C No: 00287489 
Please ensure you include your name and 
membership number as the 
óORIGINATORS REFERENCEô, as this will 
be the only way we can tell that you have re-
newed! (Keith Patrick) 

SOCIETY NEWS    

  Kerr Stuart 4415 Restoration Group 

Recent work has seen the wasted sub-frames 
restored with weld and in the worst places by 
replacement channel section.  The chopper cou-
plings ae being restored with provision to haul 
the FRôs train of vintage slate wagons.  The 
wheels are gauged for two feet rather than the 
FRôs gauge which is a half inch less.  The wheel 
tyres have plenty of life and so templates have 
been made for a new tyre profile that  hopefully 
will enable them to run on either gauge.  For the 
latest news see their blog:-  http://www. 
Ks4415.blogspot.co.uk/ and a ñKerr Stuart 4415ò 
Facebook page. 

Sheppey Light Railway 

John Tress, the brother-in-law of the late Robin 
Fielding, a CSS member, has being trying to get a 
section of the trackbed of the former Sheppey 
Light railway at Minster-on-Sea designated as a 

footpath. I wrote on behalf of the CSS in 
support  of his application.  As expected, our 
representations were not valid under 
the terms of the Rights of Way Act, but at 
least one or two more people now know about 

the Colonel and his works. Ross Shimmon 

Ryde Pier Tramcar Restoration 

The November Railway Magazine  reports 
that the work on this vehicle is being carried 
out by Alan Keefe Ltd. at Ross-on-Wye.  
There is a photo of progress so far.  Replace-
ment frames for the corroded originals have 
been made, all fittings etc having been re-
moved from the originals.  There is a new 
Perkins diesel engine and a JCB transmis-
sion.  A trailer car is being built too with a 
driving compartment.  Ross Shimmon 

Selsey Tramway Walk 

Bob Clifford has alerted us to this super 
little leaflet, ñWalk the Selsey Tram Wayò, 
http://mwhg.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/
uploads/2015/05/Tramway-Booklet-1.pdf. 

Above: Kerr Stuart 4415 at Dinas in 1928  show-
ing cab radiator. (both photos KS4415 website)    

Above:  KS4415 in 1929 at Minffordd with 
Jack Willans on the footplate.   
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AGM 2017 

Dana Wiffen has been busy devising an inter-
esting programme for the  weekend in East 
Anglia.  Unfortunately Dana found the Mid-
Suffolk Light Railway is not running that 
weekend and they are limited in their planning 
consent as to the number of days they can actu-
ally run trains on.  They are also located out in 
the wilds so the committee decided a visit was 
not practical.  Dana looked at alternatives and 
came up with the following programme.  To 
gauge interest in the proposals could you 
please fill in the inserted sheet and return it to 
Keith Patrick our membership secretary as an 
expression of interest and not a firm commit-
ment.  Please send your reply either by ñsnailò 
mail or by email to Keith.   

A booking form for the AGM will be included 
in the next ñColonelò with a detailed pro-
gramme.  Our chairman is looking at bus ser-
vices from Norwich if members come by pub-
lic transport. 

Day One:- Saturday 20th May 2017- AGM at 
Dereham Memorial Hall (close to Dereham 
Mid-Norfolk Railway station).  Arrive 10-
10.15am for 10.30am AGM to finish around 
11.30-11.45am.  Walk over road to Dereham 
Mid-Norfolk Railway station for buffet lunch 
at midday.  Catch 1.00pm train to Wymond-
ham Abbey station, arriving at 1.40pm. 

Here we can move the short distance to Wy-
mondham Abbey for a guided tour and tea and 
coffee break.  If you want return on 14.15pm 
for 14.55pm arrival back at Dereham.  

There should be time for those that want to 
walk into the market town, a decent walk, to 
visit the mainline station and see the wonderful 
platform cafe that is like the inside of a train.  
Return to Wymondham Abbey station for 
4.30pm to catch 4.45 pm train back to Dereham 
(arrive 5.25pm).  Total cost about Ã25 per head 
for buffet lunch and train ride etc but depend-
ent on numbers attending. 

Day Two:- Sunday 21st May 2017 ï We need 
around 40 to keep costs down but we have 
booked a vintage coach trip to visit the North 
Norfolk Railway with possible museum tour. If 

we have enough time for these activities we 
may be able to fit in something else. Additional 
option one, having 'done' the MNR (Great 
Eastern) line from Wymondam to Dereham, 
would be to 'follow' the continuation of the GE 
line from Dereham, through Fakenham to Wal-
singham.  Then debus and travel the route from 
Walsingham to Wells, on the 10 1/2 inch 
W&W.  Then re-join the bus cut across on the 
back roads from Wells via Walsingham to 
Thursford to shadow the remains of the 
M&GN from Fakenham to Holt before board-
ing the NNR at Holt for the run to Sheringham. 
Additional option two is a possible alternative 
option of lunch and brake van rides at The 
Reepham & Whitwell Railway.  Depending on 
what is decided the total cost of vintage coach 
is Ã12.50 plus and we still have to price NNR 
and either of the two option so it could end up 
costing Ã30 per head. 

The Colonel on Facebook 

Chris Jackson has set up a ñFacebookò group 
for the Society.  The group can be found 
at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/512212695656054/   Please join and 
encourage your friends to join too! 

Recent Publicity Activity 

Dana Wiffenôs letter about the Colonel Ste-
phenôs Society was published in ñBest of Brit-
ishò magazine and he has written an article 
about the society in the East Kent Railway 
news.  Society adverts have appeared in several 
magazines.  The 150th anniversary of Ste-
phenôs birth next year will hopefully be subject 
to a Society event  that will publicise the Socie-
ty.  Ross Shimmon 

The Society Stand at Warley Show 

Ned Williams will be at the NEC Warley Club 
show November 26th-27th. If any members 
wish to call while at the show and  man the 
stand for a short time they would be most wel-
come.  Society member Patrick Collinôs 009 
layout ñRyedown Laneò will also be at Warley. 
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Further Thoughts on ñFrom Kensington to 
the WC&PRò        

Following on from the articles in ñThe Colonelò 
No 114 and 123, two superb photographs of 
ñPortisheadò  have come to light recently and 
are reproduced courtesy of Brian Janes and the 

Colonel Stephens' Museum. Could they have 
been taken when ñPortisheadò arrived on the 
WC&PR in 1903?  The posed figures give the 
appearance of an official occasion. Can anyone 
identify the figures?  Les Darbyshire has point-
ed out that the American coach is lettered 
ñWeston Clevedon and Portishead Light Rail-
wayò, whereas the lettering on a photograph  of 

c1899 shows lettering to be ñWeston Clevedon 
and Portishead Railway Companyò.  The class 
designation is ñFirst Classò, but the 1899 photo-
graph shows only a single word for the class. 
Brian Janes advised that one of these American 
coaches was refurbished in 1900/01 and no 
doubt repainted.  Was this coach in question? 

There is clearly a reversing 
lever peeping out behind the 
front corner of the right hand 
tank, which solves one mys-

tery: the lever, visible in 
front of the left hand tank in 
the middle photo in both 
previous articles, must have 
been an operating rod for the 
sand boxes. Thus the posi-
tion of the reversing lever 
had never been altered. 

Both new photographs clear-
ly show vertical handrails on 
the front corner of each tank 
and also that the sandboxes 
between the front wheels and 
the leading driving wheels 
were extended downwards to 
provide front footsteps. Both 
features are visible on the 
photograph of ñNorth West-
ernò in Jersey but are miss-

ing on the photograph of ñBishopstoneò.  Wil-
liam Stroudley may have removed them but it is 
highly unlikely that the LB&SCR, or any other 
owner prior to 1903, would have taken the trou-
ble of reinstating them. 

There is no evidence on the front buffer beam 
of the Westinghouse pipe that would have been 

More Information on the WC&PR Loco òPortisheadó 

Left:-_ Jersey Eastern Rail-
way ñNorth Westernò  Note 
reversing lever on the same 
side as ñPortisheadò 
(Jersey Museums) 
Below:- WC&PR Portis-
head perhaps on arrival at 
Clevedon. (Colonel Ste-
phens Railway Museum) 



 

THE COLONEL  125 10 

fitted by the LB&SCR and other details such as 
the cab and the smokebox door handle are not  
Brighton designs.  Despite the lack of docu-
mentary evidence of to whom the Jersey East-
ern Railway sold ñNorth Westernò or from 
where the WC&PR purchased this mystery 
locomotive, the new photographs are convinc-
ing evidence that ñPortisheadò was almost cer-
tainly ñNorth Westernò.  Richard Barton 

Was a Photo Reversed? 

Concerning the photos in Colonel 123, "North 
Western" and "Bishopstone" were both from 
the same batch of four locos ordered for a rail-
way in Tunisia by Craven of the LB&SCR (the 
other two did get to Tunis), so I would think 
that they were originally identical and are most 
unlikely to have had their reversing rods on 
opposite sides. "North Western" went to the 
Jersey Railway (in which I think Craven had an 
interest) and "Bishopstone" to the LB&SCR.  I 
can't imagine either the Jersey Railway or the 
Jersey Eastern, to which the loco was soon 
transferred, changing the driving position, and 
it is highly unlikely that the WC&P would have 
done so either - all three companies being de-
cidedly impecunious! - so if anyone did make 
the change it would have to be the Brighton - 
but why would they bother to do it? 

Pure speculation, but I do 
wonder if one of the pictures 
has been printed back-to-
front.  It can't be one with a 
name on the tank of course, 
but the nameless side view 
could perhaps have been print-
ed backwards.  I can't see any 
sign of the reversing rod on 
the 3/4 front view at Weston, 
and I would have thought it 
would be visible from that 
angle if present - though ad-
mittedly it is a pretty poor 
photo. Les Darbyshire [I 
think you are correct, looking 
at the WC&PR photos in 123 
and this issue. Ed] 

Andrew Nealeôs Thoughts 

I have been reading the arti-
cles on the possible identity 

of the WC&PR ñmysteryò locomotive 
ñPortisheadò.  I agree that the identity is likely 
to be the former Jersey Eastern Railway ñNorth 
Westernò (Sharp Stewart 2241) rather than the 
LBSCR ñBishopstoneò (Sharp Stewart 2242). 

The late D. L. Bradley in his definitive RCTS 
LBSCR locomotive history records that 
ñBishopstoneò was withdrawn and sold for 
scrap to Cohen for Ã164 with a mileage of 
207,964 in October 1890.  Like their great ri-
vals Thomas W. Ward, George Cohen, Sons & 
Co. Ltd. were both scrap merchants and plant 
dealers.  Their first yard at Bidder Street, Can-
ning Town, East London (office address 600 
Commercial Road, London, E14, hence the 
name ñThe Cohen 600 Groupò.) was estab-
lished around 1881 and closed in the mid to late 
1980s.  Many locomotives were brought there 
for reconditioning and resale as well as locos 
for scrap.  Cohen ultimately had many depots 
but there was never one at Nottingham.   

With its comparatively low mileage Cohen may 
well have tried to resell ñBishopstoneò rather 
than scrapping but it is extremely unlikely that 
they would have kept her until 1903 for sale to 
the WC&PR. 

On the other hand if the Jersey Eastern Railway 

Above:- A view of  the other side of WC&PR ñPortisheadò per-
haps on arrival at Clevedon. Spring hangar visible beside bowler 
hat. (Colonel Stephens Railway Museum) 




