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We apologise for the late arrival of Colonel 19, but things have
been rather hectic at Hannington Towers, what with Christmas and
all it entails. Not for much longer will I be carrying this
particular can, however. As the news story opposite tells, I
shall be hanging up the editorial eye shade as soon as decently
possible. No doubt The Colanel will pass into equally «capable
hards, and you will all be assured of a continuing source of
information on the most fascinating group of railways ever to
have threaded the bucolic British byways.

I took wup the editorial chair eleven issues ago with
considerable enthusiasm. and would 1like to thank all those
members kind enough to express their appreciation and approval of
the results. Special thanks. too> to everyone who has contributed
to the Colonel’s contents over the years and thereby made a
priceless contribution to our body of knowledge.

However:. all good things must come to an end, and I’'m afraid
the enthusiasm has inevitably dimmed. and it is time to give
somebody else a go. I hope vyou will all continue with your
generous support to my successor. whoever that lucky chap might
be.

An old Stephensite never dies. though: nor, hopefully. will
this particular specimen fade away either. I hope to remain
active in one role or another. and will certainly continue to add
my tuppeny ha’pennyworth to the Colonel’s pages. I even have a
hankering to write a book on the K%ESR. based on my modelling
researches. But don’t hold your breath...

I shall remain in the editor’s chair for a couple of issues
vyet: so I continue the plea for contributions of any kind,
however large or small. to ensure the continuing supply of
definitive information on the Great Man’s works. In the meantime,
4 Happy New Year to you all. SH
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COLONEL. EDITOR QULIITS
Stephen Hannington is resigning his post as editor of the Colonel
after a run of nearly three years. The job will be up for grabs
at the officers elections at the next AGM in April, if anyone
feels like having a go. Les Darbyshire. currently chairman of the
Society, has indicated a willingness to take The Colaonel on from
June next year, and Stephen has agreed to continue wuntill then.
However, there is no reason why the post should not be
contested: so nominations are invited. We also have a vacancy for
publicity officer and, of course, nominations for any aof the
other posts are also invited in time for elections next year.
Don’t all rush at once...

HAWTHORN LESL. ITE KITS READY

Kits for the Hawthorn Leslie 2-4-0Ts of the K&ESR are now
available from Iain Young. They comprise etched brass bodywork

and nickel silver chassis: which can be ingeniously compensated,

as well as lost wax brass castings for the boiler fittings to

cover both original and rebuilt states of either loco. Price for

the 4mm scale version is £47.50 plus £11.50 for the motor and.
Exactoscale gears around which the kit was designed, and L1

postage. Suitable wheels are available from the Mike Sharman
range. Versions for 7mm scale will be available in February for a
total cost of £140.50. Hopefully,.a review of the 4mm version

will be in the next Colonel. Iain Young is at 35 Colville Street,

Carlisle. Cumbria CA2 SHT (tel: 0228 45733).

A CHANCE T0DO MEET

Ivor Gotheridge reports that CSE members wanting more regular
personal contact than the annual AGM can attend joint meetings of
the Welshpool & Llanfair Society and the Narrow Gauge Society at
Fred Tallent Hall, Drummond Street. Euston., London on the second
Monday of each month. Future dates are 2 January. 12 February. 12
March: 2 April and 14 May. More details from Ivor on Q1 3857 4032.

ABREY =ZITE C“TLEARED

The rail link from Sutton bridge to the site of the S&MR" s Abbey
Foregate station at Shrewsbury has been lifted. removing the last
vestige of the old FPotts as a railway. Member Derek Smith, our
Shrewsbury correspondents. says that all that remains of the old
installation is the famous yard «<rane and part of the Abbey
station building. The Rock Street overbridge. pictured in Colonel
12, has also been dismantled. Ford station site has also been
levelled and built upon. Derek hopes that the crane and station
building remains at Abbey may yet be preserved as part of a

heritage project. Let’s hope he’s right.

OFTIMISTITZT YEAR AHEAD FDOR KESR

You saw Anneka Rice lay the track into Nerthiam on the TV
recently, but you’ll have to wait until May 1% to ride into the
revamped station by train. The Tenterden Railway Company: the
KESR™s new proprietor, is «onfident that the resulting media
attention will boost visitaors to the line in the <coming season-
and will be running a Sundays only service for the first time.







