


BOOK REVIEWS

THE SHEPPEY LIGHT RAILWAY by Brian Hart
Published by Wild Swan at £10.95. ISBN 0 874103 09 7

This is as full an account of the Sheppey
Light railway as one could wish for, the
104 pages being lavishly illustrated with
numerous photographs as well as track
plans of the stations. As is usual with
Wild Swan books, the production stan-
dard is high.

Another Wild Swan feature which is less
welcome is that of including photographs
only vaguely connected with the subject -
see pages 10, 49 and 82 for example -
which do help to put the railway into its
social and economic context but also pad
out the book and add to its cost. It is
difficult to see why space should have
been devoted to photos of Queenborough

Pier, Sheerness Docks and the Sheerness
Trams, delightful though the latter are.

One minor niggle is that details of the
locos used on the line are scattered
throughout the book; an appendix listing
them would have been a useful feature.

If you are seriously interested in Colonel
Stephens’ railways, and-the Sheppey Light
Railway in particular, you will want this
book on your shélves. If you have only a
passing interest in the line you will doubt-
less find Peter Harding's book quite ade-
quate, but Brian Hart's book is the defini-
tive history.
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LSWR CARRIAGES: VOLUME 1 1838-1900, by G R Weddell.
Published by Wild Swan at £19.95. ISBN 1 874103 08 9

Everything you wanted to know, and more
that you didn't realise you wanted to
know, about LSWR carriages is contained
in this superb book. Gordon Weddell is
already probably well known to many of
us as the author and draftsman of a series
of high quality plans and notes on LSWR
coaches in the “Model Railway Construc-
tor”, many, if not all, of which are inclu-
ded in this 245-page work, along with
detailed text, many excellent photographs,
and over 100" drawings, mostly 4mm scale.

Drawings cover the very earliest “stage
coach” vehicles - crying out to be modelled
in 7mm scale - right through to the 48ft
clliptical roof bogie stock of 1899. Pas-
senger luggage vans are also included.
The wealth of supplementary detail draw-
ings include Fox's and compensated
bogies in 7mm scale, and body framing
and panelling elevations and sections at

12mm to 1 ft. These, together with close-
up photos such as torpedo ventilators,
lamp tops and compartment interiors,
mean that there is very little left a mys-
tery to the aspiring modeller or historian.
The Great Man was an avid purchaser of
second-hand LSWR coaches, and every
example he ever owned is included in
these pages in drawings and photographs,
from the two Royal coaches to the later
bogie stock. A particular favourite of mine
is the drawing of the K&ESR Royal coach
in a speculative original condition, includ-
ing “chariot horns” and a detailed analy-
sis of the body shape.

In this book, both Weddell and Wild Swan
are carrying on their first-class traditions
of thoroughness and quality, and it is

unreservedly recommended. Volume Two

will cover the period 1900 - 1923.
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THE SELSEY TRAM by David Bathurst
Published by Phillimore at £11.95. ISBN 0 85033 839 5

The author is a solicitor and legal adviser
to the Chichester magistrates which
means he has had the opportunity to
examine the surviving paperwork in the
West Sussex Record Office. This should
have resulted in a first class book.

Speaking as a former Cicestrian and an
avid Selsey Tram enthusiast, I have to say
that 1 was disappointed with the book.
True, there is plenty of fresh detail and
some interesting photographs but some of
the latter have been very poorly reprodu-
ced and the tlext is riddled with silly
mistakes. For example, the photo of "Mor-
ous” on page 45 is described as being
“Sidlcsham” and the company is referred
to as the "Hundred of Manhood and Selsey
Tramway" (singular) even though the tick-
ets illustrated on page 59 clearly state
“Tramways” (plural) which is the correct
title! One gets the impression that Mr
Bathurst, whilst clearly having a love of
railways, does not have a great deal of

technical knowledge - the use of the word
“railmen” rather than “railwaymen”
grates somewhat!

A more serious complaint concerns Chap-
ter Nine, “Fatal Accident”, where the
inquest report is quoted at length but not
in its entirety. The Coroner’s comment
“You give me the impression of trying to
cover something up” and the Foreman
Platelayer's statement “I didn't see the
marks of the wheels of the engine...” were
in fact separated by a number of ques-
tions and answers which Mr Bathurst has
completely omitted. As a result, the text
reads a little oddly., There is no good
rcason why the réport could not have been
printed in full.

All in all, something of a Curate’s Egg but
worth having, provided that you don't take
the text as Gospel! Incidentally, the book
is a hardback with 134 pages.
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BRANCH LINES AROUND PORTMADOC 1923-46 by Vic
Mitchell and Keith Smith in association with Adrian Gray and
Michael Seymour. Published by Middleton Press at £8.95

ISBN 1 873793 13 8

The 120 photographs in this hardback
book - augmented by tickets, posters and
track plans - illustrate a journey from
Dinas Junction via Portmadoc to Blaenau
Festiniog. Some of the locations have had
to be illustrated with photographs taken
before 1923 but this is surely better than
not illustrating them at all. The photo-
graphic section is prefaced by notes on
place names, the historical background,
key figures, the geographical setting, loco-
motives and coaches, passenger services
and traffic statistics.

Vie Mitchell is a founder member of the
Festiniog Railway Society and Michael

Seymour has been the FR’'s Honorary
Archivist since 1957, so you'll be lucky to
find many errors in the text. Some of the
photographs are well-known but many
others have not, to my knowledge, been
published before. At a little over seven
pence per photo, this book represents
good value for money.
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Middleton Press are intending to bring out
next year a companion volume covering the
period 1954-94. Not of course Stephens,
but no doubt worth waiting for.






