


VISITS TO THE EAST KENT RAILWAY

Simon Hargraves 223 was interested in the progress reports on the
East Kent Light Railway in The Colonel, and thought that members
might be interested in his visits to the line during the last decade.

My first visit was in about 1983/84 - I
cannot remember precisely when. The
line was not then in use, but there was
still a line of hoppers waiting at
Sheperdswell, and though the weeds
were taking over, the track still looked
ready for the next train. I walked just
beyond Eythorne, but did not have time
to getmore than a glimpse of Tilmanstone
Colliery. The atmosphere of the whole
place, especially around Sheperdswell
station was quite spooky. It certainly did
not need any great stretch of the imagi-
nation to see a mixed train awaiting de-
parture from the platform road, perhaps
behind the Adams ‘Radial’ or an
‘lifracombe Goods'.

What a Difference!

The second visit was in February 1993 -
and what a difference! Although trains
were not yet running, the station/yard
area at Sheperdswell was full of a mix-
ture of rolling stock - just like a modern
version of those photographs from the
1930s.

Among the locomotive types noted
were Rustons of various sizes, a Fowler
and the one steam locomotive, Avonside
0-6-0ST St. Dunstan. The item of rolling
stock that interested me most, however,
was the prototype coach made from
National Bus body panels, rather like
some of the newer generation of BR die-
sel rail cars. If any other member has
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further details of this, I would be inter-
ested to hear.

Much Progress

My third and fourth visits were made
last summer (1995) and again much
progress had been made, the most im-
portant being - passenger trains!!

A service is now being run using ex-
BR DMUs. Now I know that many pur-
ists will object to using such equipment,
particularly still in Network South East
livery. However, these units have the
advantages of being cheap to run, donot
need running round - essential as thereis
no loop at Eythorne - and, from the pas-
sengers’ point of view, the ability to see
where you are going or have come from.
Thisis of greatbenefit on the EKLR as the
scenery the line traverses is pretty. The
line itself is interesting, with cuttings,
tight curves, gradients and, of course,
Golgotha Tunnel.

Other changes that have come about
more recently include the addition of
gates and a gateman’s hut to the level
crossing between Sheperdswell and the
tunnel, a small signal cabin and colour
lightsignal (!) at Sheperdswell -although
the latter was not in use at the time of my
visits - and a small booking office/store
room on the platform. This building is a
replica of the original one.

Further changes planned include us-
ing the upper room - I noticed the area



VISITS TO THE EAST KENT RAILWAY

behind the booking office was being
cleared for just this purpose.

Other facilities at Sheperdswell in-
cluded a small gift shop/refreshment
room, temporarily houseddn twocoaches
on the road next to the platform road. In
the next coach was a large selection of
second-hand magazines, etc., for sale.

Museum

Leaving the platform area, the first thing
one finds is a miniature railway - 7'/,"
gauge, I think -which runsa few yards to
asmall shed and back again. This proved
tobe very popular with kids-myselfand
my wife included! Near to the entrance
to this is a small, but very nicely pre-
sented museum showing details of the
history of the EKLR and other Colonel
Stephens lines, as well as some other
lines of local interest.

Going from the museum, past the pic-
nicarea and through some trees, the next
thing we found was the former connect-
ing line to BR, closed by a large gate.
Standing on this line was St. Dunstan,
currently under restoration.

Following the line further into EKLR
territory brings you almost level with
the platform end. Here, on the road next

to the platform road are two ex-BR vans,
housing the showroom of HM Base-
boards and a small model railway shop.
Beyond this point the running lines are,
very sensibly, roped off.

Leaving Sheperdswell, facilities at the
other end of the line consisted of a short
platform at Eythorne, the level crossing
being protected by a brake van.

Atmosphere

Inote from the EKLR Society leaflet that
the intention is to eventually extend op-
erations to a station and depot at
Tilmanstone. They™also state that “At
Sheperdswell we have attempted to re-
tain the atmosphere of the railway as it
would have been in Colonel Stephens’
day, hence no large buildings or struc-
tures.” I certainly feel that, so far, they .
have been successful in the latter objec-
tive and wish them luck with the former.
In conclusion I must say that I found
everyone at the EKLR very friendly. I
also thought that the train rides were
good value for money - last year an adult
ticket giving unlimited rides on the day
of issue wasjust £3. All in all a very good
day out and it’s good to see another
working Colonel Stephens line.

If you have studied the 'Masthead' on page 2, you will have noticed that I can be contacted via
theInternet. This means that not only can you send messages to me but you can also send that
article that you have been meaning to write! Just put the text in place of the message and it
automatically gets into my computer ready for me to prepare for the next issue of The Colonel.
My E-mail address is: dick-graskop@bournemouth-net.co.uk
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Colonel Stephens Society

Society Badges

Have you got your Colonel Stephens Society
badge yet? If not, why not?

Abargainatonly £2.50inclusive of postage from
Membership Secretary Nigel Bird.







